
Mark 10:35-45 

35James and John, the sons ofZebedee, came forward to him and said to him, "Teacher, we want 
you to do for us whatever we ask ofyou." 36And he said to them, "What is it you want me to do 
for you?" 37And they said to him, "Grant us to sit, one at your right hand and one at your left, in 
your glory." 38But Jesus said to them, "You do not know what you are asking. Are you able to 
drink the cup that I drink, or be baptized with the baptism that I am baptized with?" 39They 
replied, "We are able." Then Jesus said to them, "The cup that I drink you will drink; and with 
the baptism with which I am baptized, you will be baptized; ~ut to sit at mr: right hand or at my 
left is not mine to grant, but it is for those for whom it has been prepared." 4 When the ten heard 
this, they began to be angry with James and John. 42S0 Jesus called them and said to them, "You 
know that among the Gentiles those whom they recognize as their rulers lord it over them, and 
their great ones are tyrants over them. 43But it is not so among you; but whoever wishes to 
become great among you must be your servant, 44and whoever wishes to be first among you must 
be slave ofall. 45For the Son ofMan came not to be served but to serve, and to give his life a 
ransom for many." 

Holy God, by your Spirit speak to us your Word We open our hearts to receive it as your 
clarifYing, challenging word ofgrace, and we askfor faith and courage to respond in love with 
obedience. Amen. 
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James and John, sons ofZebedee. When Jesus chose and welcomed them to his nearest follower, 
disciple group, He gave them both the nickname: sons of thunder. Why sons of thunder? There 
have been a lot of speculations; one of the most popular says that their zeal, loud voices, or even 
their fiery type ofevangelism led to their nickname. In today's passage we see that the two 
brothers want to be the greatest in the kingdom ofheaven, and they don't hesitate to request that 
from Jesus. And again - these words sound almost like thunder from a clear sky. Both brothers 
want to be noticed in eternity. They want to be among the first ones, the honored ones, the 
recognized ones. They want to be on God's Top Rated list. They want to be closest to God, to be.. 
within hand's reach. And, I assume, ifthey ask and request that from Jesus, they probably think 
that they really deserve to share that glory with Jesus. 

And when we hear the words ofJames and John, ifthey could sit in the kingdom of God with 
Jesus, one at his right hand and the other at his left hand, I assume that we perhaps start to 
wonder and shake our heads and make big eyes at their ambitions, arrogance, vanity, and maybe 
even narcissistic behavior. We maybe even think that only those who lack healthy self-esteem 
and don't have bits ofhumility can ask such request. Obviously, they both want to take prime 
minister Positions in the kingdom ofGod. They want to be the two most important, God's 
nearest attendants or followers not only now but forever. 



But at this point, when we catch ourselves thinking about these two disciples I brothers that way, 
I would like us to stop and instead to look at ourselves. With whom are we identifying in the 
text? There is no doubt that we must identifY with the disciples here. Don't we allow ourselves 
to fall into megalomania from time to time? Yes, maybe we don't request sitting at the right hand 
ofGod in eternity but we want to be noticed, we want to be thanked and most ofall- we want 
that God is always on our side ofthe truth. 

James and John's attitude ofgreatness and importance are not just their problem. Each ofus in 
different moments and situations ofour lives tend to fall into it. Maybe we are not aware of it, 
but we have willingness to be the right ones, to be the best ones, to be the leaders, important, 
noticed, to receive promotion or gratitude. We think. that maybe it is bad so we put it under a rug 
pretending that it is not reaL But have you been in a moment when it is hard for you to come 
down from your own unreachable heights thinking that you know better, you do better, your faith 
is more appropriate, more aligned with the Scriptures, your vision is the clearest, your opinion is 
wellMgrounded and smartest. And by the way, sometimes a thought even comes into your mind 
that God is at your hand and not at others. Ifyou can identifY yourself at some ofthose moments, 
then you will know how James and John were feeling. 

I guess, our internal struggles to have a safe place in this life and the afterlife appear everywhere 
- starting from families where siblings fight for parental attention, love and their own place in 
hearts of parents. These struggles are between spouses and loved ones. These battles come from 
school, our years of work, even in congregation life. And maybe, the last one shows it the most. 

Indeed, who truly wants to be a real servant? Servant who doesn't expect anything back? Why is 
it hard to be that way? Not one of us would freely say: I am ready to be the slave. 

So often, well, pretty often I suppose, two things take place in the church. One, people complain 
that they are never thanked for their service. But then Jesus asks us back: why should we be 
thanked for doing what is expected ofus? It is not easy or pleasant to hear it, at least not for me. 

Two, is that some people do all the work in the church. You know the rule, 20% ofthe people do 
80% of the work and giving. The result is burn~ut and a great reluctance to ever do anything in 
the church again. And then we start to distance ourselves from being servants to others. We start 
to feel used. 

And maybe it is placed in our human genes - always look up, try to reach the mountain tops, to 
find inspiring leaders whom to follow and become successful. Even ifthe children have been 
asked what they want to be growing up, they most often have big dreams - to be a pilot, singer, 
movie star, president, and the best athlete. The kids already want to be the ones standing on the 
pedestal, at God's right hand. And we support that thought that they have to become bosses 
instead ofservants. But how do we teach our children to serve? Also in our church? 

Therefore, this passage pulls us back from the heights ofour thoughts and makes each ofus to 
reflect on two important issues: 



First, making us to see how life often plays illusions with us about what we understand as being 
great and significant and what is great and meaningful in the eyes ofGod. And second, only after 
drinking a cup shared with Jesus and learning humility. a true service to God and humanity. we 
may become great in God's eyes. 

Service has countless faces. Every day we may serve others without even knowing it, in small 
ways. Mothers and fathers serve their children and in respond grownup children serve their sick 

parents. A trained dog serves a blind person and the blind person serves the dog by feeding it. 
We serve with one smile, one touch and a helpful hand. We serve with one phone call and 
conversation. We serve by not being unconcerned. We serve by giving our talents, our gifts. We 
serve by being available, giving our time and energy. We serve by not having fear to lose 
something special to us. We serve by cleaning up when everybody else has left. Ifwe serve by 

giving to the needy, then we don't request anything back. Or as it is said: "But when you give to 
the needy, do not let your left hand know what your right hand is doing," 

And that is why I think Jesus would like for us to say: stop and think ifyou serve just by willing 
to be first and recognized, stop and think if you serve because you want to prove that you are 
chosen and better. Yes, all supervisors, bosses, managers, CEOs, pastors, bishops, politicians, 
heads ofcommittees, heads ofministries, and regular disciples ofChrist, all Christians, should 

hear these Jesus words reminding about the nature of servants role. 

So I'll ask us again: who do we serve? Maybe instead ofserving Christ I serve my own ego? 
And Jesus wants us to see clear reasons and motives ofour services. Sometimes it takes courage 
to see them. 

Our love for God is measured by our love given to people in our daily life. Ifour love for fellow 
human beings is not real, then our love to God is hypocrisy. The same is with humility. It is easy 
to imagine that we are all humble before God. However, the only sufficient sign ofour true 
humility before God is our humility toward other person. Divine humility is not a cloak or 
mantle that we put on as needed. It should be the air that we breathe in and live from. 

Interestingly, the same brothers, James and John, later gained recognition offellow disciples and 
God. James, the son ofThunder, became James "The Great". It happened when he had walked 
his Christian path, had learned humility, had drunk his own cup ofsufferings and had become the 
first disciple, who died a Martyr's death. Then he got the nickname "James the Great". Until 
then, he had very long and difficult journey, emotionally, mentally tough growing up. But when 
he threw away his ego motives and grew into the greatness which Jesus urged him to grow into, 
his name and his identity was changed. 

I hear Jesus' words today and they sound as a thunder and I want to become silent in His 
presence. Haven't I raised myself sometimes above, to be at God's right hand? I have. I am 
aware ofthat. So, maybe today instead ofour prayer: Grant us to sit, one at your right hand and 
one at your left, in your glory, we have to pray: teach us, God, not to try to climb up the hill, but 



to stay at the foot ofthe bill, with the crowd, With people and feel that you, God, are there, 
among us. And teach us that in serving people we are serving you. And that's our task and that's 
our greatness. 

Amen 

.. 



