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Adventa laika ceriba gaidot Ziemsvétkus

Adventa laiks ir gaidisanas laiks, kam
parasta iezime ir ceriba. Jo grataki un
jucekligaki, tumsaki laiki, jo spécigaka
ceriba, ka patiesi Dieva apsolijumi vél
spéka. Ta Bibele definé ceribu. Ta ir
parlieciba, ka Dievs izpildis savus
apsolijumus. Reiz Dievs bija solijis:
“Tava prieksa ir drosa nakotne, un
tava gaidiSana tevi nevils.” (Sak.
23:18) Pirmaja Ziemsvétku brinuma
Vards tapa miesa un Dieva solijumi
piepildijas. Piedzima Jézus Kristus,
kura bija dziviba, un dziviba bija
pasaules gaisma!” (Jn 1:4)

: Bija klusa nakts, gandriz ka
apburta skaistuma. Dievs likas tik tuvu. Nekas 9. februari neliecinaja, cik driz viruss ielauzisies
pasaulé un to parvertis. leejot Adventa laika, ap mums pandémija, konflikti, krizes un asakas
cilveku domstarpibas vairo tumsu, maz dava ceribu. Kristus to atjauno, mums atgadinot: “Es
esmu pasaules gaisma. Kas seko man, tas nestaigas tumsa, bet tam bis dzivibas gaisma.” (Jn
8:12) Un aug ceriba pasaulé, kad dodamies no tumsa Vina gaisma!

Gadu simteniem ilgi 8T gaisma atspidéjusi ticigo sirdis un dvéselés, pat ja nacies gaidit, izturéet
parbaudijumus, parvarét cie$anas. Sogad macitdjam Paulim Urdzem batu bijusi 100 gadu
dzimsanas diena. Vacu béglu nometne, 1948. gad3, kad latviesi dzivoja liela nedrosiba un
nezina par savu nakotni, vél bidams teologijas students, izdevuma ,,Dzirkstele”, vin$ béglus
iedrosSinaja jo seviski $§ada laika neaizmirst, ka:

“Kristigajai draudzei japarada pasaulei, kas ir patiesa kopiba, ka milestiba nav tikai tukss vards.
Meés tagad redzam, cik |Joti mums tomér Sis milestibas trikst. Lagsim, lai Dievs sta savu Garu,
lai dod mums patiesu draudzi, lai dod kopibu, lai dara mus par Kristus macekliem, kuru
pazisanas zime ir milestiba. Virs zemes nav pilnibas, Seit viss ir tikai pa pusei. Bet mums ir drosa
ceriba, ka tas Kungs mus ved pilnibai preti...”




Saja Adventa daudziem varétu likties, ka viss ir tikai pa pusei. Neskaitamiem cilvékiem
augusas rupes par pasaules, savu un bérnu fizisko, garigo un finansialo veselibu. Aug bailes par
to, kads bis 2021. gads. Turésimies drosa ceriba, nenomaldisimies tumso domu mez3,
atcerésimies, ka més piederam Tam, Kura “majo visa Dieva pilntba miesa, un jums ir dota
pilntba vina, kas ir galva ikvienai valdisanai un varai”! (Kol.2:9) Ne pa pusei mums ir dota pilniba
Vina! Ja ne dievnamos, tad virtualaja pasaulé, dalisimies ItigSanas un dzila pateiciba Dievam, ka
Vins tik pilnigi piepildijis savus apsolijumus!

Pateicos Dievam par Vina Zélastibu un masu Baznicu pasaulé! Pateicos Prezidijam, Virsvaldei,
katrai draudzei, ka tik uzticigi, atjautigi un svéetigi kalpojat! Lai Dievs turpina dziedinat So pasauli
un svéti masu darbu! Tuvojoties Ziemsvetkiem — ka Latvija, ta pasaulé — lai jusu sirdis k|Gtu
gaisakas un ceriba atjaunotas! Novélu Dieva milestibas un Kristus gaismas bagatus Vina
dzimsanas svétkus!

Jasu
+ Lauma Zusévica

Un kad Sis bérns naca pasaulé, auga Dieva gudriba un saka sludinat Savu veésti, Vins teica: "miliet
viens otru tapat, ka ES esmu jis miléjis." (Jn.ev.15:12).

Laika, kad cilvéce ir nezina un apmulsuma, visa pasaulé skan sena, bet mtZzam jauna un vienmér
dziva Ziemassvetku veésts: “Redzi, es jums pasludinu lielu prieku, kas visiem laudim notiks, jo
jums Sodien Pestitdjs dzimis.” Sie ir svétki, kad Debesu Téva milestiba paradas uz zemes, lai
mis celtu preti dieviSkai godibai. Ziemassvétkos Dievs davina ceribu, neiedomajamu brinumu
Jézu Kristd. Vins nak ka musu Glabéjs, aicinot cilvéci piedzivot Vina Debeskigo Zelastibu.

Jézus Kristus ka Dieviskais Bérns reiz piedzima Betlémé. Bet Vins turpina piedzimst arvien no
jauna. Vin$ dzimst cilvéku sirdis - visur, kur cilvéki no sirds meklé gréku piedosanu, pestisanu un
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dveéseles mieru. Vins dzimst masu ikdiena, misu ripés, misu nemiera, masu sapés, kad redzam
musu milos slimnicas vai aiz logiem kada veco lauzu mitneé un neesam spéjigi no viniem atvadities.
Vins dzimst masu ticiba, ceriba un milestiba.

Sttu Ziemsvetku sveicienus miasu LELBA draudzém, macitajajiem/am, draudzu locekliem,
baznicas darbiniekiem un ludzéjiem. Visiem, kas gaida musu Kunga atnak$anu, es un mana
gimene vélam svétitus un ceribu pilnus Kristus dzimSanas svétkus un Dieva svétibu jaunaja 2021
gada.

Prav. Gunars Lazdins, LELBA priekSnieks

Cela uz Betlémi...

Gatavojoties Ziemsvétkiem man nemitigi ausis skanéja ievada vardi no Kristus piedzims$anas
stasta, ka to pierakstijis Likas: Tani laikd... Glika tulkojuma: Un notika tani laikd... 2012. gada
tulkojuma: Tajds diends... Svétdienas skolas laika iemacijos Likas evangélija variantu no galvas, un
tadé] tas man tuvaks - Tani laika...

Kads bija tas laiks? Skaidrs, ka citads neka musu laikmets. Tam bija savas griitibas un skatijums,
kas mums sve3s un neizprotams. Lidzigi bas ndkamam paaudzém, dzirdot musu stastus par %o
laiku, kad viss uz laika apstajas dé] briesmiga virusa. ledomajos miisu stasta variantus:

Bérni, tanT laikG més nevaréjam pulcéties savos dievnamos. Nebijam kopd ne Kristus

augidmcelsanos svétkos, ne Vasarsvétkos, nedz Kristus piedzim3anas svétkos! Tanf laika...

Bibeles aprakstitais laiks mums vésta par neiedomajamu notikumu: Dievs ienak masu laika un
telpa. Dievs ienak miisu sadaurinata ikdiena. Dievs iendk, Tavas un manas majas un masu sirdrs.
lemieso3anas brinums. Dievs ar mums! Ne laiki, ne telpas, nedz apstak]i spéj $o brinumu
apstadinat vai iznicinat.

Tant laika gani, sanémusi engeja vésti, nodomaja: Ejma nu uz Bétlemi raudzit, kas noticis. Dievs
mus aicina, Iidz ar ganiem, doties uz Betlémi, lai ari més piedzivotu ti Kunga spoZumu, mieru,
prieku, un dro3ibu Kristi. Seko liturgisks teksts laikam Kristus piedzim3anas svétkiem.

Celd uz Betlémi,
Klausamies katru bridi
Péc sava varda,
Lai sadzirdétu, ka Dievam uz mums labs pradts,
Ejam uz Betlémi,
Vérojot katru soli
Vai debesis nespid jouna zvaigzne,
mums, kd cela radTtdjs.
Cejd uz Betlémi,
lzjatam, ka neejam vieni,
Epngeli mums visapkdrt
Musu piederigo ldgSanas mds appnem.
Ejam uz Betlémi,
Cerot, ka atradisim Kristu,
Par zimi, ka Dievs mis arvien mil.
Un par iemeslu dzieddt slavas dziesmas Dievam.

Lai Dievs palidz mums sadzirdét un uznemt Dieva milestibas vésti — %aja laika - zinot, ka Dievs

ir misu cela raditajs un Kristus, misu Pestitajs, ir ar mums. Dro$i pacelsim savas balsis slavas
dziesmas!

Dieva svétibu, Tev vél,
Sarma Eglite,
LELBA Vidienes apgabala praveste



“Un to nemieties par zimi: jis atradisit bérnu autos ietitu un silé gulosu.” Lukas 2:12
VISS SAKAS NO MAZUMA

Pagajuso gadu, kad tuvojas Ziemassveétki, es l0dzu milajam Janim Laurenam (DZeikam), lai vins
man izgatavo pavisam vienkarsu siliti — ko es varétu izmantot Ziemassvetku vakara bérnu
uzruna. Un Janis uzreiz atsaucas un péc paris dienam man bija briniskiga, maza silite, kura
atspogulo to vienkarsibu un milestibu, ar kidu Dievs pie mums katra nak...Sodien, kad rakstu $o
rakstu, Janis vairs nav pie mumes. Janis ir debesis. Un man kartéjo reizi jadoma par to, cik més
viens otram esam iedoti uz Tsu laiku, uz mirkli. Uz dievisku, skaistu bridi, kuru més, péc savas
brivas gribas, varam piepildit, ka gribam. Janis man vienmér tagad asociésies ar to labo darbu,
ar pretimnaksanu tad, kad es lGdzu, ar vina dasnumu un galvenais — ar vina roku darbu — mazo

koka siliti -, kura reprezenté Jézus Supuli...

Viss Saja pasaulé, manuprat, sakas no mazuma. Un tad aug. Tam vajadzétu bat dabigajam
procesam. Misu draudzibas no mazas seklinas, no acu skatiena aug par miza attiecibam un
atbalstu gadiem ilgi. Cilvéks sakas no mazas séklinas, un tad aug un caur savu likteni un dzivi
stasta jau kaut ko daudz lielaku un citiem redzamu. Ozolkoks izaug no ziles. Liela jira top no
mazam, kopa sanakusam upitém, tércitém, avotiem. Viena doma partop par projektu. Viens
vards partop par sapigu vai skaistu stastu. Viens parmetums lenam partop par dusmu lavinu.
Viens pieskariens milestiba partop par lielako dziedinasanu. Viens smaids partop par gaismas
piepilditu dienu.

Un Ziemassvetki, Ziemassvéetki kartéjo reizi atgadina, ka mazums partop par svétu, nebeidzamu
lielumu. Viss sakas ar vienu Marijas javardu Dievam. Viss sakas ar vienu “Vards tapa miesa un
dzivoja starp mums”... Viss sakas ar siliti, mazu Stpuli, kura gulda mazu bérnu. Un tad kada bridi
Sis bérns paraug Supuli, vinam taja vairs nav vietas. Vina milestiba izaug no Stpula un klUst par
Pasaules milestibu. Vina rokas izaug no Stpula un kjlst par rokam, kuras pie krusta apkampju
visu cilvéci. Vina kajas izaug no Stpula un klust par noputéjusam kajam, kas nenogurusas staiga
pie lJaudim, lai pasludinatu labu veésti, labu zinu, lai pieskartos, lai dziedinatu, lai lidz tevim, lidz
tavai sirdij aizietu...Vina sirds izaug no maza Supula un klGst par Pestitaja sirdi, kura visi sanem
piedoSanu, pienemsanu. Ziemassvéetki atgadina — viss sakas ar mazumu, ar mazu siliti, bet
paraug dieviska lieluma un nozimiguma. Un tev taja lieluma ir vieta. Tev ir vieta Saja lielaja
milestiba. Tev ir vieta Saja Dieva milestibas stasta.

Un ta ari mes, Saja pirmssvétku laika, varam no jauna sava starpa piekopt mazas lietas, kas ar
laiku var klat lielas un skaistas. ledomajies Sobrid vismazako lietu, kuru tu varétu kadam no
draudzes, kadam no mums pateikt, izdarit, palidzét, uzklausit. lzdari! leliec to ka mazu bérnu
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Ziemassvetku stpuli! Un tad redzésim, ka tas augs. Tici man — més esam un joprojam dzivojam
ISTAJA Ziemassvétku stasta — tas nav beidzies, tas nav izstastits [idz galam. Tu kadam vari bat
engelis ar labo zinu. Tu kadam vari bit gans, kas palidz un otru uzmana. Tu kadam vari bat
zvaigzne, kas uz mirkli otram parada celu vina tumsa. Tu kadam vari bat gudrais, kas dod
padomu nezina. Tu kadam vari bit sirds, milestibas pilna sirds, kas otram atgadina — tu esi
miléts. Tu redzi? Viss sakas no mazuma. Dievs grib un gaida, lai més no mazuma augam lieluma.
No mazas sirds uz lielu. No Saura Supula uz pasauli.

Es no visas sirds tev Sajos svétkos, kas ir daudz citadaki dé] Covid 19, vélu — sajuti milestibu.
Sajuti milestibu mazas lietas, ko tev dod otrs cilveks un Dievs! Sajlti mazo lietu svétibu, kas
kopa veido visas dzives lielo svétibu. Sajuti mazos priekus, kas kopa dara lielu pateicibu par
muUzu. Sajuti pasSu mazako lietu — vienu savu elpu — kas kopa dara dzivi iespéjamu. Sajiti to
mazumu sevi, ko Dieva spéka tu vari izaudzét lielu.

Lai Kristus milestiba Tev gaisi, silti un miera pilni Sie svétki!
Priecigus Kristus dzimSanas svétkus!

Savas domas jus no sirds apskaujot,
Macitaja Aija

MUZIBA AIZGAJUSIE

ANDREJS ROZENTALS
1936. gada 3. augusts Riga, Latvija - 2020. gada 5. oktobris Trejupes, Micigana
Mana Téva nama ir daudz mdajoklu. Ja tas ta nebdtu, vai Es jums tad bitu teicis: Es noeimu jums
vietu sataisit? Un, kad Es basu nogajis un jums vietu sataisijis, tad Es naksu atkal un nemsu jas
pie Sevis, lai tur, kur Es esmu, bdtu ari jas. Jana 14:2

JANIS (JAKE) LAURENS
1953. gada 22. aprili Kalamazl, Mic¢igana — 2020. gada 29. novembri Kalamazl, Micigana
“Labo cinu es esmu izcinijis, skréjienu esmu pabeidzis, tictbu esmu turéjis. Atliek man tikai
sanemt taisnibas vainagu, ko mans Kungs, taisnais tiesnesis, dos man vina diend, un ne tikvien
man, bet ari visiem, kas ir iemiléjusi Vina paradisanos.” 2. Tim. 4:7



SALAULATIE

LAURA DAINA PONE UN CHARLEY BOGREN
Laulibas notika 2020. gada 10. oktobri, Battle Creek, Micigana

DZIMUSIE

LUKA MARTINS KRIEVS
Dzimis 21. Novembri, 2020. gada
7 Ibs 8.6 oz
20.67 inches
Laimigie vecaki: Andra un Eriks Krievs

Macitajas zinojums/ Pastor’s report

@ Paldies ikvienam, kas bijat kopa ar mani domas un lGgSanas, kad gaju cauri

A
%\M% b - veselibas uzlabosanas procedliram un atveseloSanas laikam. Paldies par jusu
{‘z‘i“‘g"*é milestibu, draudzibu, gadibu un ripém. Paldies par kartinam ziediem,
. F?,d ‘\NW gardumiem! Ipa3s paldies Damu komitejai par milzigo “Miera lilijas” stadul!
;&.\\y Bet visvairak — paldies, ka jis man esat. JUs esat kluvusi mana gariga gimene.

No mazumina meés Iénam esam augusi sadraudziba. Un tas ir iespéjams, ja
Dievs ir starp mums. Paldies jums visiem par atbalstu mana kalposana!

Thank you to everyone who was with me in thoughts and prayers as | went through the health
improvement procedures and the recovery time. Thank you for your love, friendship, care and
support. Thank you for the flowers, cards, goodies! Special thanks to the Ladies Auxiliaries’ for
the huge "Peace Lily" plant! But most of all, thank you for being here for me. You are my
spiritual family.

Ka jds jau zinat, 1. decembri sakas jauna dievnama celSanas darbi! Mana sirds ir pateicibas pilna
par jusu visu nodosanos, finansialo atbalstu un dedzibu! Mums visiem tagad ir kopigs sapnis —
redzét jauno dievnamu 2021. gada vasara. No mazuma lénam aug lielas lietas. No pelnu
kaudzites bas jauns dievnams Dieva godam un musu draudzei par stiprinajumu.
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As you already know, the construction and the building of the new church began on December
1! My heart is grateful for all your dedication, financial support, and zeal! We all now have a
common dream - to see the new church building in the Summer of 2021. From the pile of ashes,
we will restore a new worship house to the glory of God and for our congregation to grow in
strength.

De| Covid, més esam apturejusi fizisko dievkalpojumu noturésanu lidz kamér Covid saslimsanas
gadijumu skaits krietni mazinasies. Ka lidz S§im, katru svétdienu svétbrizu ieraktus jis varat
noskatities draudzes Youtube kanala un ari Facebuka. Tapat ari turpinasim musu Bibeles
stundas ar Zoom palidzibu. Diemzél “Akas” nodarbibas vél neesmu notureéjusi, jo baidos, ka
Zoom vietné masu tikSanas zaudés savu nozimi un dziedinoso sajttu.

Due to Covid 19, we have suspended in-person services until the numbers of Covid cases will
drop significantly. As before, you can watch the recordings of the services on the congregation's
Youtube channel and also on Facebook. We will also continue our Bible studies with Zoom.
Unfortunately, | have not held meditation classes (“The Well”) since it seems to me that by using
the Zoom platform we will lose intimacy and healing, which is what this gathering should
provide.

Sogad nevarésim noturét ierasto Senioru Ziemassvétku pusdienu pasakumu. Tomér - 16.
decembri — gaidat pie savam majam cieminus! Damu komiteja bis gadajusi, lai misu draudzes
seniori Saja diena sanem kadu gardu parsteigumu un mazu davaninu. Tas ir mazs veids, ka
pateikties jums par milestibu, darbu un atsaucibu lielas un mazas lietas, gadiem ilgi.

This year we will not be able to hold the Annual Senior Christmas Luncheon. However, on
December 16 - wait for guests at your home! The Ladies Auxiliaries will make sure that the
seniors of our congregation receive a delicious surprise and a small gift. It's a small way to thank
you all for your love, work, and dedication.

Domajot par Ziemassvétku vakaru, esmu ieceréjusi, ka 24. decembri pulksten 5.00 vakara
tiksimies uz Tsu ara svétbridi, vieta, kur bija veca baznica. Tur aug eglite, kuru izmantosim ka
savu draudzes svétku egli. Tie, kas nakat, lGdzu, velciet siltas drébes, apavus un masku!
leturésim droSu atstatumu. Planoju, ka dziedasim dazas Ziemassvétku dziesmas, kopa teiksim
[Ggsanu, klausisimies Ziemassvétku stastu un iedegsim sveces. Tas bls musu kopigais gaismas
dievkalpojums. Tie, kas nevar ierasties, pulksten 5.00 vakara Youtube un Facebuka bus pieejams
Ziemassvétku svétvakara video svéetbridis.

Thinking of Christmas Eve, | am planning to hold a short outdoor service where the old church
was. It will be on December 24 at 5:00 p.m. There is a living Christmas tree, which we will use as
our church holiday tree. Those who come, please wear warm clothes, boots, and a mask! We
will keep a safe distance from each other. We will sing Christmas carols, say a prayer together,
listen to the Gospel, and light candles. It will be our worship of light. Those unable to attend will
have a Christmas Eve video recording on Youtube and Facebook available at 5 p.m.



PriekSsédes zinojums/Board Chair’s report

Skatoties no sava loga es redzu, ka kokiem lapas ir vairuma nobirusas,
debesis peld baltas makonu stripas un zem tiem slépjas zilas debesis.
Vienigais kas trikst Saja 4. decembrt ir SNIEGS. Kaut pate esmu siltas
saules cienttaja, man ir gandarijums par balto sniega segu, kas méedz
apslépt vela rudens plikos kokus un kriimus. Péc visiem apmeériem, 2020.
gads ir bijis smags, grits, streséjoss, komplicéts, bet ari ne bez savam
“sidraba oderem”.

Es esmu bijusi priek$édes loma nepilnu gadu un, kad es pienemu So darbu, es |oti labi zinaju kas
stav prieksa: jabuve jauna baznica un bas ik pa trim nedelam sanaksmes, lai virzitu draudzes
darbibu un projektu uz priekSu. Nebiddama pilnigi skaidra saprasana par draudzes vadibas dzivi
es tomer jutos labi par komandu ar kuru bis jasastrada. Tie varés mani apmacit, nodrosinat, ka
ejam pa pareizo celu, iepildit tukSumus manas zinasanas un dot akuratu padomu. Un tad
COVID notika....kas par nesagaiditu skérsli, kas mums visiem tika likts prieksa. Bet pat ar to més
esam neatlaidigi turpinajusi darboties.

Meés esam atradusi veidus ka sanakt kopa ka draudze virtualas méedijas, tadas kuras més ne visi
bijam pieradusi. Sis médijas ir mums Javusas skart simtiem individus visa pasaulé, kurus més
neredzam, bet kuri ir klausijusies macitajas Aijas mierinosa balsi pasniegtas Dieva pamacibas.
Meés esam turpinajusi ka valde sanakt kopa ZOOM kastités, un atklajusi, ka ir gandriz értak
virtuali sanakt, nevis braukt Surp un turp uz Centru, nakts tumsa un dazkart sliktos laika
apstaklos. Majas értibas més pavadam vakarus kopa un risinam lietas uz priekSu. Més esam
paspé€jusi turpinat blvprojekta mandatu, ko novél€gja pilnsapulcg, blvejot musu jauno
satikSanas un lig8anas vietu. Kaut kontrakts un budZeta gala aprékini néma ilgak ka bijam
domajusi, un varbit pastimusi projekta pabeig$anu mazliet iepakal, més tomér ESAM SAKUSI

DARBU!!!

e : S i o o
Més ari esam jau labu dalu no misu $125,000 naudas vak3anas kampanas mérka savakusi. ST
summa Jaus mums ievietot dazus smukuma stkumus, pieméram kokdalas interjéra, makslu,
latviskuma pielikumus stiklos un technelogiju, apstadijumUS un lGgsanas darzu. Visu $o daram,
lai mums bitu jauna, mila vieta, kur sanakt, lai visiem Dievu lugt.



Fundraising Progress as of 11/30/2020
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Es izsaku sirsnigu paldies visiem kas lidz Sim ir ziedojusi musu mérkim!! Més esam sasniegusi
turpat 50% no musu mérka un tas rada uz masu draudzes un latvieSu sabiedribas atbalstu masu
projektam. Péc tagadéjiem kontraktora apréekiniem, més ceram ka buvprojekts bis nobeigts
vasaras vidl, un tuvojoties projekta beigam, varésim sakt planot ekas iesvétisanas svétkus. Tos
ceram rikot kada sitla, saulaina svétdiena kad COVID bis jau norimis un vakcinas pieejamas, lai
varam kupla skaita sanakt kopa.

Ka Sis gads skrien uz beigam un domas slid uz gimeni un sabiedribu, pagatni, tagadni un nakotni,
es sutu jums visiem Sadus vélejumus un inspiraciju: “Bet ceribas devéjs Dievs lai piepilda jis ar
visu prieku un mieru ticiba, lai jis klatu bagati ceriba Svéta Gara spéeka.” Pavila Véstule
RomieSiem 15:13

Priecigus Kristus DzimSanas Svétkus un Laimigu Jauno Gadu!
Anita Grivina.

As | look out my home office window | see that the leaves have just about all fallen, the sky is
streaked with white clouds, but has signs of blue skies underneath. The one thing missing as of
December 4th is SNOW. Although | am personally a hot summer aficiando, | do enjoy the
coverings of a pure white snow blanket to the gray of the barren trees and bushes. By all
accounts this year, 2020, has been trying, stressful, complicated, but not without its silver
linings.

I have been the Chair of the church board almost a year. When | signed on for the position |
knew what stood ahead: a construction project and meetings every three weeks to ensure
things keep moving forward both operationally and construction wise. As a novice to the
interworkings of our church operations, | knew the team | would be working with would step up
and teach me, make sure we stay on track, fill in the blanks as | would need guidance. And then
COVID hit....what a crazy ride that has been and still continues to be devastating on a global and
local level. But the silver lining is that we have persevered.



We have found ways to reach the congregation on virtual platforms, that few of us were
accustomed to using. This virtual platform has allowed us to reach hundreds of individuals
across the globe, whom we don’t see, but are there listening to Pastor Aija and taking comfort
in her words and teachings of the Lord. We have held our regular meetings, and found that it
may be more convenient to use a virtual platform, rather than driving to and from the Center, in
the dark, and at times under poor weather conditions. The comfort of home has allowed us to
still be together and move things forward. We have found ways to continue on with the
construction of our new spiritual home. Although we had some hiccups in negotiating the final
budgets, which may have pushed us out on our original timeline by a few weeks, we are now
officially “UNDER CONSTRUCTION”.

(Vs

We are also well on our way to reaching our fundraising goal of $125,000. This amount
represents upgrades and niceties that will put nicer finishes, various upgrades, decorations,
artwork, technology and landscaping in and around our church, incorporating cultural elements
and making it truly a special place for us to come together and celebrate the word of the Lord.

Fundraising Progress as of 11/30/2020

$140,000
$120,000
$100,000
$80,000
$60,000
$40,000
$20,000
N

M Cash received ®Goal Balance to achieve goal

I say a sincere “Thank You” to all who have already donated to our fundraising goal!! Having
reached just about 50% of our goal is a testament to our congregation and our friends in the
Latvian and greater communities who have reached out with their support for completing our
new home. The project is anticipated to be completed mid-summer and we will start planning a
grand opening as we get closer to completion and as COVID vaccines roll out, allowing us to
come together again.
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As this year winds down and our thoughts drift to family and community, the past, the present,
the future, | offer this inspiration to each and every one of you: “May the God of hope fill you
all with joy and peace in believing that you may abound in hope through the power of the
Holy Spirit.” Romans 15:13

Merry Christmas and Happy New Year!
Anita Grivins

Damu komitejas prieksnieces zinojums/Womens’ Auxiliary Chair Report

Ceru un ldzu, ka visi turaties stipri un pie labas veselibas.
4. oktobri, Plaujas svétkos, izdalijam senioriem “goodie bags”. Sanémam
pateicibas kartinas, ka ari ziedojumus. Paldies!
5. decembrt piedalamies, kopa ar Kalamazu latviesu apvienibu,
% gadskarteja Ziemsvétku tirdzina. Nemot véra apstak|us, $ogad tas notiek
turpat latvieSu centra, bet ar “drive thru” sistemu. Liela pateiciba Mairai
BundZzai par organizéSanu un koordinéSanu. Més piedavajam saldskabmaizi,
piragus, piparkukas un dzeltenmaizi. Atsauciba uz pasttinajumiem ir bijusi laba, un ceram, ka
viss labi izdosies ar jauno sistému. Velos izteikt paldies Dacei Copeland par piparkuku miklas
sagatavosanu (vairak ka 50 marcinas) un visiem kas palidzéja ar piparktku cepSanu un maisinos
salikS8anu--katrs savas majas. Paldies Anitai Gauthier un Ligitai Matisons par dzeltenmaizes
cepsanu. Paldies manam viram kas palidzéja man izcept 600 piragus. Un paldies ari visiem, kas
pielika roku, lai viss tiktu sagatavots un labi izdotos.
Loti mil$ paldies misu anonimai tirdzina izdevumu ziedotajai!!
Ta ka tradicionalas senioru pusdienas Sogad nenotiks, 16. decembri planojam atceréties,
godinat un atbalstit musu seniorus ar 1pasu svétku pacinu izdalisanu.
Noveélu visiem gaiSus un veselibas pilnus Kristus dzimsanas svétkus!

I hope and pray that we all are staying strong and in good health!

On Oct. 4, during “fall festival” time, we distributed “goodie bags” to our senior
members, and have received several thank-you cards, including donations. Thank you!

On Dec. 5, together with the Kalamazoo Latvian Association, we participated in the
annual Christmas bazaar. Due to current Covid restrictions, although held at the Latvian Center,
this year the event utilized a drive-thru system. Many thanks to Maira Bundza for her
organization and coordination of this event. We offered Latvian bread, piragi, piparkukas and
dzeltenmaize. Initial ordering response has been good, and we hope that the new system will
work out well.

| want to express thanks to Dace Copeland for preparing the piparkuku dough (more
than 50 Ibs) and many thanks to all those that helped with the baking and packaging, each in
their own homes. Thanks to Anita Gauthier and Ligita Matisons for baking the dzeltenmaize.
Thanks also to my husband for helping me bake 600 piragi. And thanks to everyone who
provided a helping hand in the preparation and execution of this event.
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A very sincere thank you to our anonymous donor to cover our product expenses for the
bazaar!

Since the traditional Christmas senior dinner will not be held this year, on December 16
we plan to remember, honor and thank our senior members with the distribution of special
holiday packages.

Wishing everyone a joyous, bright and healthy holiday season, celebrating Christ’s birthday!

Marite Grinbergs, PriekSsede

Kasieres zinojums/Treasurer’s Report

ZIEDOJUMI DRAUDZEI - DONATIONS TO THE CHURCH
Rasma Plates pieminai —in memory of $70
M. Zeimelis, D. Gendrikovs
Velta Aistara pieminai —in memory of $ 90
G. Srautnieks, D. Gendrikovs
Andreja Rozentala pieminai — in memory of $ 355
D. Copeland, U. Grinbergs. A. Abele
Dr. Janis Pone pieminai —in memory of $ 1,070
Arnis Pone, Martis Pone, S. Maldups, L. Viksne
Maiga Kildiss pieminai — in memory of $ 50
G. Strautnieks

ZIEDOJUMI JAUNAJAM DIEVNAMAM - DONATIONS FOR THE NEW CHURCH
Donations and pledges to date $60,169

St Louis Latvian Church, Janis Pone, Gaida Veidemanis, Maiga Auzins, Sarmite Lawler, Ciems
Latvija, Anita Nagelis, Kriss Petrovskis, Kristina Vitolins, Rita Seja, Peter Burgelis, Juris Cilnis,
Vitauts Vitolins, Olgerts Cakars, Andrejs Eglite, Arturs Dinbergs, Dzintars Dzilnas, Dzintars
Gendrikovs, Velta Straume, Edite Walter — pieminot Arturu Balks — Janis Blaks — Karlis Eiduks,
Dace & Valdis Pavlovskis, Janis Gramatins, American Latvian Church-Mancesteras draudze,
Inara Reinis, Girts Austrins, Zane Balks Russell, Irene Zandbergs, Aija Burgelis, Edwin Upitis,
Anita Grivins, Gundars Strautnieks, Janis Laurens, Gunta Turks, Janis Kukainis, Diana Sydlowski,
Biruta Schultz, Karina Enina, Laima Gramatins Patton, Dainis Matisons, Modris Krautmanis, Vita
Kakulis, Eriks Priede, Anita Briedis, Ugis Grinbergs, Karlis Ezerins, Irene Balks — pieminot Arturs
Balks — Janis Balks — Karlis Eiduks, Elga Cace, Karlsons and Jankavs Families, llze Shear, Mikelis
Austrins, Karlis Galens, Ligita Kepitis, Maija Martin, Estate of Velta Namatevs, Macitaji lvars un
Anita Gaides, Mary Catherine Gendrikovs, Latvian Ev. Luth. Church of Minneapolis
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DIEVKALPOJUMU KALENDARS / AKTIVITATES
DECEMBRIM, JANVARIM

6. decembris — Otra advente — video ieraksts.

13. decembris — Tresa advente — video ieraksts.

16. decembri pulksten 11.00 — Bibeles stunda Zoom.

20. decembris — Ceturta advente —ieraksts anglu valoda.

24. decembris pulksten 5.00 — SVETVAKARA SVINESANA ARA, PIE EGLES (vecas baznicas vieta).
BUS DZIESMAS, LUGSANAS, SVECU DEDZINASANA. Svétvakara svétbriza ieraksts bis art
Youtube un Facebuka pulksten 5.00.

27. decembr - ieraksts nebds.

31. decembri — Vecgada vakara svétbriza ieraksts pulksten 5.00 vakara.

3. janvari - Zvaigznes dienas svétbriza ieraksts.

10. janvari — svetbriza ieraksts.

17. janvari — svétbriza ieraksts.

20. janvari pulksten 11.00 — Bibeles stunda Zoom.

24. janvari — svétbriza ieraksts.

31. janvari — svétbriza ieraksts.
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