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Bet Marija stavéja ara kapa prieksa un raudaja. Un vél rauddadama vina ieliecas kapa un redz tur sézam divus
engelus baltas drebés, vienu galvgalt un otru kajgali, tai vieta, kur bija guléjusas Jézus miesas. Tie saka vinai:
"Sieva, ko raudi?" Vina tiem saka: "Vini manu Kungu panémusi, un es nezinu, kur vini To likusi." To sacijusi,
vina apgriezas un redz Jézu stavam, bet nezina, ka tas ir Jezus. Jézus vinai saka: "Sieva, ko tu raudi? Ko tu
mekle?" Vina, domdadama, ka tas ir darznieks, saka Vinam: "Kungs, ja tu Vinu esi aiznesis, tad pasaki man, kur
tu Vinu esi licis, lai es Vinu dabitu!" Jézus vinai saka: "Marija!" Vina apgriezas un ebrejiski saka uz Vinu:
"Rabuni” (tas ir: macitajs)! Jana 20:11-16

Katram ir savs asaru ezers

“Neraudi, bérns, neraudi, jo tad man lidzi jaraud”, tiesi tadus vardus man teica mana Vainodes omite, mammas
mamma, pie kuras es médzu pavadit skaistas, garas vasaras ned€las, pat meénesi. Lai ar1 cik man labi gaja pie
omites laukos, lai ka mani lutinaja, ar zemeném un kirSiem un omites pasSttam kleitam, es visu laiku ilgojos
pec majam. Peéc mammas. Bet mamma bija Gulbeng, Latvijas otra pusg, darbos, un toreiz man tas likas milzigi
neparvarams attalums. Més ar mammu rakstitu viena otrai véstules un tajas dienas, kad es san€mu mammas
vestuli, es to lasttu un lasttu un raudatu. Un tiesi tad omite teiktu: “Neraudi, bérns, neraudi, jo tad man lidzi
jaraud.”. Un ta mes visbiezak abas arT raudajam. Es skumstot peéc mammas tuvuma. Omite raudaja. Un es
nezinu sti, par ko, jo toreiz ka bérns pat neiedomajos pajautat. Tagad, to atceroties, es varu tikai min&t. Varbiit
ar1 omitei rauddja par savam skumjam. Par vienigo meitu, kas dzivo tik talu. Par savu vientulibu, jo vinas virs
(mans opis) mira 56 gadu vecuma ar vézi. Varbut omite raudaja par savu reimatismu, par savam sapigajam
rokam un kajam, kuras vina pati teica, ka esot slimibas savilktas ka kurmitim. Varbiit vina raudaja par to, ka
skumjas, dzilas skumjas un zaud&jumi, ir dala no dzives. Es nezinu, es tikai minu. Bet skaidrs ir viens, ka tajos
vasaru vakaros, lasot milestiba rakstitas vestules, m&s raudajam par to, ka biezi vien tos, kurus visvairak milam,
nevaram apkampt, turét, noglastit, blakus but. Biezi vien tie, kurus milam, ir talu — fiziski, emocionali talu.

Pasaules cita mala. Cita dzives posma. Cita debesu pusé. Mums katram ir savs asaru ezers, slépts, vél neatklats
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vai zinams, visiem redzams, ka tas ir dzives smago makonu pielijis.
Lieldienu rita Marija Magdaléna ari raudaja. Pat loti.

Biitiba, Jana evanggelija Lieldienu rita stasts sakas ar tadu lielu, cilvécisku jezgu, steigu un izmisumu, ko rada
novelta akmena atklaSana un tuksa kapa ieraudziSana. Tur ir skrieSana pie kapa, pat vienam otra apsteigSana,
steiga, izmisiga mekléSana, panika, pat citu vainoSana, tada ka pazuSana sev1 un nezina, ko $is rits tieSam
viniem katram nesis. Ko Dievs viniem atklas $aja rita, saulei austot. Kas biis tas lietas, kuras vini pamanis
gaisma. Jo viss, ko vini Sobrid redz, ir tukSais kaps. Milestiba vairs nav tur, kur ta bija.

Kad Peteris un otrs, varda nenosauktais, JEzus milétais maceklis, ir atklajusi novelto akmeni no kapa, ir kapa
ienakusi, ir ar savam rokam pasi pieskarusies atstatajam Iikautam, un ir parliecinajusies, ka kaps tiesam ir tukss,
vini dodas majas. Vini nu tic, ka Jezus tieSam kapa nav atrodams, ka teikusi Marija Magdaléna. Bet tumsa ir vél
par viniem. Skumyjas, nezina, izbailes. Kas nu notiks ar viniem paSiem, Jezus sekotajiem? Ka dzivot, ka Dziva
Milestiba vairs nav apkart? Un pat vairs nav kapa, kur tai it ka vajadz€ja but. Tas ir galvenais jautajums, kas
vinus nodarbina. Jézus vardus par aug§amcelSanos vini ir pilnigi aizmirsusi. Més tacu tik labi zinam, ka cilveks
izmisuma brid1 apsolijuma gaismu vienkarsi neredz. Nav sp&jigs redzet. Lidz tam vinam ir iek$&ji jaizaug.

Bet ko dara Marija Magdaléna? Vina majas Lieldienu rita neiet. Vina paliek viena pie tuksa kapa un raud. Tik
cilvéciga, tik sapinata ir Marija. Skumju un séru sagrauta. Visu savu asaru ezeru vina izraud. Marija raud, jo
kads, kas vinu patiesi milgjis, nu vairs nav saturams rokas. Kads, kas vinai tik daudz piedevis un vinai jaunu
dzivi devis, nu nav saskatams. Kads, kura vietu vina grib&ja turét sveétu — vina kapa vietu — nav taja vairs
atrodams. Viss, kas palicis — atminas. Pe&dgjas paliekas no §1s piedzivotas milestibas vinai atnemtas. Marija raud.
Kapéc més raudam? Un kad més raudam? Un, ja neraudam, kade] mes aizturam asaras? Kas ir tas, kas nelauyj
tam ritét — ta godigi un patiesi par miisu vaigiem? Vai tu aizturi savu asaru ezeru? Vai tev varbit tads vél nav
sakrajies, pa dzives up€m un tercit€ém nav tevi satecejis?

Rietumu sabiedriba asaras nozime vajuma izpausmi. Sagravi. Mazticibu vai pat ticibas trilkumu. Gana biezi
tuvakie gimenes locekli pat kautrgjas raudat savu milo cilvéku berés. Kaunas paradit savas sapes, savu
zaud€jumu, varbiit pat savu izmisumu ka lai talak dzivoju no §1 punkta. Gana ilgi un stingri mums macits, ka
asaras ir jaslépj. Un janorij, ja tadas naktu. Butiba mums ir iemacits likums — nelauj citiem radit savas emocijas.
Nelauj citiem paradit, ka tu esi ievainojams, ka tu esi trausls, ka tev sap. Un, ja tu tomér sac raudat publiski,
cilveki méginas tevi uzreiz mierinat, stiprinat. Jo asaras cilvékus dara tramigus — ka lai uzvedas skumju prieksa?
Bet ziniet, kas ir pats 1sakais teikums visa Jaunaja Deriba? Teikums, kas skan $adi: ,,Jézus raudaja”. Tikai divi
vardi. Kad Lacars bija miris, JEzus no skumjam tie$am raudaja. Publiski. Draugu un sekotaju prieksa. Visi to
redz€ja. Visi zinaja, cik loti Jezum sap. Un Vins to neslépa. Un Marija tapat.

Un engeli no kapa vinai vaica, kas ir vinas asaru iemesls. Vina ties$am meklI¢ skaidrojumu asaram. Un tad
Marija dzird atkal jautajumu — sieva, kapec tu raudi un ko tu meklI&? Soreiz Jézus vinai jauta Sos vardus, bet
vina Jézu neatpazist, doma, ka tas darznieks, sveSinieks, garamgajéjs.

Bet Dzivs Dievs redz cilvéka sapes un asaras. Dzivs Dievs redz cilvéka mekl&jumu un ilgas péc atbildes. Dzivs
Dievs redz tavas sirds ilgas pec milestibas. Dzivs Dievs redz tavus meklgjumus péc Dzivibas. Dzivam Dievam
rup, lai tu atrodi to, ko mekIe.

Ir tik cilvecigi skumt. Ir tik cilvécigi raudat. Ir tik cilv€cigi pazust sevi, sapju brizos, un varbiit pat aizmirst
apsolijumu, ka nave tiek uzvaréta Dieva milestiba. Bet Lieldienu stasts liecina - Kas nemekIg, tas neatrod. Kas
netauja, tas atbildes nedzird. Kas neraud, tas nezina, kas ir iepriecinajums. Marija izgaja cauri Sim apskaidribas
celam —no izmisuma un tumsas, ar asaram, ar jautajumiem, Iidz skaidrai un tieSai apzinai, ka vina ir savu
Kungu redzgjusi. Kad vina sev1 $o stiprindjumu, So dzivo apzinu ir ielaidusi, vina ir gatava iet pie macekliem un
klut par pirmo apustuli kristigaja pasaulé — par pirmo, kas skali un drosi citiem apliecina, ka Kristus ir
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augSamcelies un vina pati to personiski ir piedzivojusi. Ka tas nav nacis vinai viegli vai bez sapém. Tas nacis
smagi, ar asaram mekl&jot. Tas nacis, pasai caur savu asaru ezeru izejot.

Sodien jau arf ir tads pats rits ka toreiz, pirmajas Lieldienas. Mums daudziem ir savas tumsas, ir dvéseles
stavokli, kura gaismas starus neredzam vai nelaujam tiem ienakt miisu dzivé. Mums ir savas skumjas, savi
zaud&jumi, katram savas asaras un savi jautajumi, uz kuriem mekl&jam atbildes.

Tadel es novélu arf tev, gluzi ka Marijai Magdalénai, kad tu esi pie saviem domu kapiem un savas skumjas,
apgriezies atpakal un ieraugi, ka tu neesi viens. Ka tev aiz muguras stav dzivs Dievs, aug§amceltais Jezus.
Varbit reiz€m svesinieks. Dzives garamgajéjs. Stav kads l1dzas, kad tu raudi un kad tu mekle. Stav kads blakus,
kam tieSam riip: kadel tu raudi. Tu tikai pasaki. Tikai atklajies. Paraudasim kopa. Un tad, kad mé&s kopa busim
tumsai ieskatijusSies acis, tad mé&s busim gatavi sagaidit 1stas Lieldienas, piedzivot, ka Kristus ir dzivs. Milestiba
ir dziva. Dziviba nav atnemta. Dziviba ir no jauna iedota! Kaut arT tu, kaut art es, kaut mées katrs caur savam
asaram un grutibam var€tu patiesi piedzivot, ka mé&s Savu Kungu esam redz&jusi!

Kristus ir AugS§amcélies! Patiesi, patiesi aug§amcelies!
Mac. Aija

skokskoskosk kook

But Mary stood weeping outside the tomb, and as she wept she stooped to look into the tomb. And she saw two
angels in white, sitting where the body of Jesus had lain, one at the head and one at the feet. They said to her,
“Woman, why are you weeping?” She said to them, “They have taken away my Lord, and I do not know where
they have laid him.” Having said this, she turned around and saw Jesus standing, but she did not know that it

was Jesus. Jesus said to her, “Woman, why are you weeping? Whom are you seeking?” Supposing him to be the
gardener, she said to him, “Sir, if you have carried him away, tell me where you have laid him, and I will take
him away.” Jesus said to her, “Mary.” She turned and said to him in Aramaic,'b/ “Rabboni!” (which means

Teacher).

Everyone has their own lake of tears

"Don't cry, child, don't cry, because then I have to cry with you", were exactly the words my grandma (Omite)
from Vainode, my mother's mom, with whom I used to spend beautiful, long summer weeks, even a month, told
me not just once. No matter how well cared for and loved I was at Omite's house in the countryside, no matter
how spoiled I was with strawberries and cherries and Omite's handmade dresses and pancakes, I always longed
for home. I longed for mom. But mom was working in Gulbene, on the other side of Latvia, and at that time that
distance seemed to me insurmountable. Mom wanted me to enjoy my summers at her childhood home. My
mom and [ would write letters to each other and on the days when I got a letter from her, I would read it and
reread it and cry. And just then my Omite would say: "Don't cry, child, don't cry, because then I have to cry
with you.". And that's how we both cried most of the time. I missed the closeness of my mother. Omite cried.
And I don't know exactly why, because back then, as a child, I didn't even think to ask the reason for her tears.
Now that I remember it, I can only guess and assume. Maybe my Omite also cried because of her sadness.
Maybe she cried about her only daughter who lived now so far away. Maybe she cried about her own loneliness
because her husband (my grandpa) died at the age of 56 from cancer. Perhaps my grandma was crying about her
rheumatoid arthritis, about her painful hands and legs, which she herself described as having mole hands.
Maybe she was crying because sadness, deep sadness, and loss, are a part of life. I don't know, I'm just
guessing. But one thing is clear, on those summer evenings, reading the letters written in love, we both cried
because quite often those we love the most we can’t hug, hold, caress, or have by our side. Often those we love
are far away - physically, emotionally far away - on the other side of the world, at another stage of life, on the
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other side of the rainbow. Each of us has our own lake of tears, hidden, undiscovered, or known yet. Or maybe
you have your own visible lake which has been filled by the heavy clouds of life.

On Easter morning, Mary Magdalene also wept. Even very much.

Basically, in the Gospel of John, the story of Easter morning begins with human anguish, haste, and despair of
discovering the rolled-away stone and seeing the empty tomb. There is running to the grave, hurrying, frantic
searching, panicking, even blaming others, kind of being lost and not knowing what this morning will really
bring to each of them. What God will reveal to them this morning when the sun rises? What will be the things
that they will notice in the light? Because all they see right now is the empty tomb. Love is not anymore where
it used to be.

When Peter and the other, the unnamed, but the beloved disciple of Jesus, discovered the stone rolled away
from the tomb, after entering the tomb they touched with their own hands the shroud left behind, and made sure
that the tomb is really empty, they go home. They are assured now that Jesus really cannot be found in the
tomb, as Mary Magdalene had told them. Darkness is still upon them. Sadness, ignorance, fear. What will
happen to them, the followers of Jesus? How to live when Living Love is no longer around? And even the
slightest reminiscence of that experienced love (body) is not even in the tomb to be found. They have
completely forgotten Jesus' words about the resurrection. But we know so well that a person in a moment of
despair simply does not see the light of promise. When we are in despair we are unable to see.

But what does Mary Magdalene do? She does not go home on Easter morning. She remains alone at the empty
tomb and cries. Magdalena is so human, so hurt. Torn by grief and mourning. She doesn’t hide her lake of tears.
Magdalena cries because someone who truly loved her can no longer be contained in her arms. Someone who
forgave her so much and gave her a new life is not visible anymore. Someone whose place she wanted to keep
sacred - his grave - is no longer there. There are only memories left. The last remnants of this experienced love
are taken away from her. Magdalena is crying.

Why do we cry? And when do we cry? And if we do not cry, why do we hold back tears? What does prevent
tears from rolling - so honestly and sincerely over our cheeks? Are you holding back your lake of tears? Maybe
you haven't accumulated such a lake yet, maybe it hasn't flowed into you through the rivers and streams of life
yet?

In Western society, tears are looked at as a sign of weakness. Lack of faith or even lack of trust. Quite often the
closest family members are even shy to cry at the funerals of their loved ones. People are ashamed to show their
pain, loss, maybe even despair, and vulnerabilities. We have been taught long and hard enough that tears must
be hidden. And should be swallowed if they come. Basically, we have been taught a rule - do not allow others to
see your emotions, your heart. Do not let others see that you are fragile, that you are in pain. And if you do start
crying in public, people will immediately try to comfort and strengthen you. Because tears make people
uncomfortable - how should one behave in front of another's sadness? But you know what the shortest sentence
in the entire New Testament 1s? A sentence that reads: "Jesus wept." Just two words. When Lazarus was dead,
Jesus actually wept with grief. In public. In front of friends and followers. Everyone saw it. Everyone knew how
much Jesus was hurting. And He did not hide it. His tears were seen. And Mary’s too.

And the angels from the tomb ask Magdalena what the reason for her tears is. She is really looking for an
explanation for the tears. And then Magdalena hears the question again - Woman, why are you crying and what
are you looking for? This time Jesus asks her these words, but she does not recognize Jesus and thinks that he is
a gardener, a stranger, a simple passer-by.



But the Living God sees human pain and tears. A living God sees man's searching and longing for an answer. A
living God sees your heart's longing for love. A living God sees your search for Life itself and meaning. The
living God cares that you find what you are looking for.

It is so human to grieve. It is so human to cry. It is so human to get lost in us, in moments of pain, and maybe
even forget the promise that death is defeated in God's love. But the Easter story reminds us — those who seek,
they find. Those who ask, do hear the answers. Those who haven’t cried, do not know what joy is. Mary
Magdalena went through this path of enlightenment - from despair and darkness, with tears, with questions, to a
clear and direct awareness that she had seen her Lord. When she has let this strengthening, living consciousness
to her heart, she is ready to go to the disciples and become the first apostle in the Christian world - the first one
who loudly and confidently assures others that Christ has risen and she herself has personally experienced it.
That step has not come easily or without pain for her. It came hard, searching with tears. It came when she
swam through her own lake of tears.

Today is almost the same morning as then, the first Easter. Many of us have our own darkness, there are states
of the soul in which we do not see the rays of light or do not allow them to enter our lives. We have our own
sorrows, our own losses, each of our own tears, and our own questions for which we seek answers.

Therefore, I wish you and myself to experience this sacred moment when you, just like Mary Magdalene, when
you are at the graves of your thoughts and in your sadness, turn back and see that you are not alone. Behind you
stands the living God, the resurrected Jesus. Maybe sometimes a stranger. The passerby of life. Someone stands
by you when you cry and when you search. There is someone standing next to you who really cares and asks
you sincerely: why are you crying? You just tell. Just reveal. Let's cry together! And then, when we have looked
together in the darkness, then we will be ready to wake up for the real Easter, to experience that Christ is alive.
Love is alive. Life is not taken away. Life is given anew! Therefore, I wish to you, to myself, that through our
tears and difficulties, we could truly experience that we have seen our Lord!

Christ is Risen! Truly, truly risen!
Rev. Aija




MUZIBA AIZGAJUSIE

)

Un es dzirdeju stipru balsi no trona sakam: "Redzi, Dieva majoklis pie cilvekiem, Vins majos vinu vidii,
un tie biis Vina laudis, un Dievs pats biis ar viniem. Vins nozZavés visas asaras no vinu acim, naves
vairs nebiis, nedz bedu, nedz vaidu, nedz sapju vairs nebiis, jo, kas bija, ir pagajis." Tas, kas sedéja
goda krésla, teica: "Redzi, visu Es daru jaunu." Tad Vins teica: "Raksti! Jo Sie vardi ir uzticami un

patiesi.” Un Vins man sacija: "Ir noticis. Es esmu Alfa un Omega, Sakums un Gals. Es dosu
izslapusajam bez maksas no dzivibas iidens avota. Atkl. gr. 21:

ANNA VASERIS (dzim. Skrastins)

VALDIS ROZENTALS
1967. gada 4. maija Flinta, Mic¢igana — 2022. gada 23. decembri Kalamazii, Mic¢igana

HARIJS ZEIMELIS
1932. gada 11. janvaris Valmiera, Latvija —2023. gada 25. janvaris Kalamazu, Mi¢igana

ZAIGA KALNINS (dzim. Priede)
1938. gada 16. aprilt Riga, Latvija - 2023. gada 8. februari Linkolna, Kalifornija

ULDIS SMIDCHENS




Macitajas zinojums/ Pastor’s report
Esmu tik prieciga, ka, pateicoties loti apdavinatiem laudim, sakot ar februari piedavasim divas jaunas
aktivitates! Abas prakses ir ar dvéseles, kermena dziedinoSiem noliikiem. Jézus ar1, staigadams pa
Galileju, sludinaja Dieva vardu un dziedinaja. Més daudz dievnama runajam, §is abas prakses biis uz
klusumu, elposanu, skanu virzitas.
Februart uzsaksim meditacijas vakarus kopa ar Lilitu Matisoni. Lilita ir socialais darbinieks un
instruktore, vina ir ar1 sarakstijusi gramatu bérniem par elpoSanas metodi, kas palidz atgiit mieru. Vina
apguva meditacijas praksi un prata — kermena dziedinaSanu, kad pati macijas koledza, un kops ta laika
to ir praktiz&jusi. Meditaciju laika Lilita rada atjaunojoSu , mierigu, dziedinoSu vidi ikvienam,
neskatoties uz vecumu. Lilita bija ta, kas, sakoties karam Ukraina, uzreiz devas uz Poliju, lai stradatu ar
tur kriz€s nonakuSajam ukrainu sievietém un bérniem. Lilita mums piedavas un macis dazadas
relaksacijas metodes. Skatoties pec jiisu intereses un vélmém, noliksim nakamos tikSanas vakarus.
Marta uzsaksim ikméneSa DziedoSo Tibetas blodu vakaru! Skanu terapeites: Karina Enina un Leni Rice
- saka macities par dziedoSajam Tibetas blodam 2016.gada pavasari pie Julie Chase, kura nodibinaja
Wind Willow Sound Health un tad turpinaja pilnveidoties Marka Handler vadiba un nu jau vairakus
gadus piedava skanu terapiju tiem, kas vélas relakseties. Skanu terapija, izmantojot Tibetas blodas, ir
prakse, kas aizsakas ar Tibetas mukiem un izmanto blodu vibracijas skanas, lai palidzétu mazinat stresu
un raditu dzila miera sajiitu. Mizika, skana kop$ pirmssakumiem ir izmantota dvéseles dziedinasanai,
mieru meklgjot. Dziesma, miizika, skanas, dazadi instrumenti izmantoti un lieltoti ar1 Bibele, Psalmus
dziedot. Abas skanu terapeitas lietos 18 blodas.
No 28. Iidz 30 aprilim Garezera noturé€Su miisu iesvétamo jauniesu nelielu “retreat”, mums pievienosies
dazi jauniesi no Detroitas un Cikagas. Ceru, ka 30. aprili miisu dievnama biis jaunie$u noturéts
dievkalpojums. Iesvétibas Sogad notiks 21. maija pulksten 11.00 — vienu stundu vélak, lai dotu iesp&ju
cieminiem ierasties.
Austas sienas segas altara sienai nu ir pabeigtas un drizuma tiks izsiititas un uzstaditas dievnama, lidz ar
to biisim pabeigusi visus iecerétos darbus ar jauna dievnama izkartojumu.
28. maija, Vasarsvétkos, Bellaire, Mi¢igana javardu viens otram teiks miisu draudzes locekle Karina
Pone un vinas saderinatais Drew Narwold.

I am so happy and grateful that thanks to very gifted people, we will be offering two new activities
starting in February! Jesus in his active ministry did two thing: proclaimed the Word of God and healed
— emotionally, spiritually, physically. It is good that we will try to include both parts of ministry in our
congregation — word of God and healing presence of God.

In February, we will start guided meditation evenings together with Lilita Matisons. Lilita is a social
worker and instructor, she has also written a book for children about the breathing method that helps to
regain peace. She learned the practice of meditation and mind-body medicine while in college and has
been practicing it ever since. During meditation, Lilita creates a restorative, peaceful, healing
environment for everyone, regardless of age. Lilita was the one who, when the war in Ukraine started,
immediately went to Poland to work with Ukrainian women and children in crisis. Lilita will offer and
teach us various relaxation methods. Based on your interests and wishes, we will arrange the next
meeting dates.

In March, we will start a monthly evening of Singing Tibetan Bowls! Sound therapists - Karina Enina
and Leni Rice - started learning about singing Tibetan bowls in the spring of 2016 with Julie Chase,
who founded Wind Willow Sound Health and then continued to improve under the leadership of Mark
Handler and since then have been offering sound therapy for those who want to relax for several years
now. Sound therapy using Tibetan bowls is a practice that originated with Tibetan monks and uses the
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vibrating sounds of bowls to help reduce stress and create a sense of deep peace. Music and sound have
been used since the beginning of time to heal the soul, seeking peace and the Divine. Song, music,
sounds, and various instruments are also used in the Bible when singing Psalms. Both sound therapists
will use 18 bowls

From April 28 to 30, I will hold a small "retreat" for our confirmation group in Garezers. Some students
from Detroit and Chicago will join us. I hope that on April 30, there will be a service held by our
confirmands where they will participate and take an active role. Confirmation will be on May 21 at
11:00 a.m. — an hour later than usual to make sure that our guests have time to arrive.

The woven wall coverings for the altar wall have now been finished and will soon be shipped out from
Latvia and installed in the church, thus we will have completed all the planned work with the layout of

the new church.
Karina Pone and Drew Narwold will get married on May 28, 2023 in Bellaire, MI.

Vecgada vakars. V. Krievas fotografija



DRAUDZES DZIVE FOTOGRAFIJAS




Priek$sedes zinojums/Board Chair’s report

Sveicieni marta ménest!!

Lidz Jis sanemsit So apkartrakstu, var jau gadities ka gadskart€ja pilnsapulce bis jau noritjusi, bet ja atnak
vel pirms 5. marta, tad esiet lapni gaiditi uz €ili pusdienam un atskaiti par ped&jo draudzes gadu. Pilnsapulce
saksies tulin pec baznicas, Jirgena zale.

Visparégji ir bijis labs gads. Musu budzets vél turas un iztrikums ko sedzam no rezervém nebija tik liels ka
2022.g. budzeta bija sagaidits, un nakama gada paredzam, ka biis l1dzigi jasmel no rezervém lai segtu
iztrikumu. Visus stkumus parrunsim Pinlsapulcg, jeb varat apskatit budzeta izpildi Pilnsapulces ieligumu
sttfjuma, vai elektroniski &-pasta.

Pilnsapulcé parrunasim miisu SVID analizi (Sp€jas, Vajibas, Iesp&jas un Draudus) un nakamos solus, ko
varam, ko nevarm panakt nakama gada. Liugsu arT Jums, kas gribat piedalities, bet nebiisit pilnsapulcg,
apskatit valdes ieteiktas prioritates misu IESPEJU kategorija. Ladzu saliekiet prioritates pec Jisu domam,
kur #1 ir Jusu lielaka prioritate, un #14 vismazaka. Ja Jus redzat kadas citas prioritates, ko valde ir izlaidusi,
tad lidzu pierakstiet tas. Atsitiet tas man par pastu, vai é-pastu uz sekojosam adresem: 9882 S Avenue,
Mattawan, MI 49071 vai anita.grivins@gmail.com.

Macitaja ir mis vadijusi ar nemitigu energiju un izdomu, piedomajot ka vislabak piesaistit draudzes
loceklus, gan tuvus, gan talus. Ka klatieng, ta art virtuali. Valde ir apstiprinajusi vinas kontraktu uz
nakamiem pieciem gadiem un ceram, ka §T energija turpinas mas visos iepliist un mas iedvesmot. Sirsnigs
PALDIES, par visu vinas darbu.

Damu komiteja ir rosigi darbojusies, gadajusi par pusdienam, uzkodém, kafijam, pukém un visus tos
stkumus kurus més neredzam, bet klusi manam, jo viss svétdienas rit loti gludi. PALDIES, par visu kluso
darbu visam rokam kas nak palidzet Damu komitejai.

Visi esosie valdes locekli vélas un ir ar mieru atrgriezties uz vél trim gadiem, par ko ar1 bus javél
pilnsapulc€. Mums labi rit darbiba un cenSamies veicinat draudzes darbibu, skatoties uz nakotni, skatoties uz
demografiju, skatoties uz kasi un iegauméjot $is dienas skaistumus, ka art bedas. Més ceram uz Jiisu visu
atbalstu, lai turpinat So svétigo Dieva darbu, vadot miisu draudzi nakotné. PALDIES visiem valdes
locekliem par savu darbu, savu laika upuréSanu, lai varam sanakt un risinat draudzes darbibu gan ar
smiekliem, gan Sad tad asaram.

Sirsniba — Anita

Greetings this month of March!!

By the time you receive this newsletter, it may already be that the Annual meeting will have already taken
place, but if it comes before March 5, then be welcome to the chili lunch and report on the last year of the
parish. The general meeting will begin immediately after the church, in Jirgens Hall.

It's been a good year overall. Our budget is still holding and the shortfall we covered from the reserves was
not as large as expected in the 2022 budget, and next year we expect to have to draw a similar amount from
the reserves to cover the shortfall. We will discuss all the details at the Annual meeting, or you can view the
results of the budget in the general meeting's invitation mail packet, or electronically sent by e-mail.
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At the Annual meeting, we will discuss our SWOT analysis (Strengths, Weaknesses, Opportunities and
Threats) and the next steps we can take and achieve next year. I would also ask you who want to participate
but will not be at the Annual meeting to look at the priorities recommended by the Board in our
OPPORTUNITIES category. Please prioritize where you think #1 is your highest priority and #14 is your
lowest. If you see any other priorities that the Board has omitted, then please write them down. Send them
to me by post or e-mail to the following addresses: 9882 S Avenue, Mattawan, MI 49071 or
anita.grivins@gmail.com.

The pastor has guided us with constant energy and ingenuity, thinking about how best to attract
parishioners, both near and far. Both in person and virtually. The board has approved her contract for the
next five years and we hope that this energy will continue to flow and inspire us all. A heartfelt THANK
YOU, for all her work.

The Ladies' Auxiliary committee has been busy, taking care of lunches, snacks, coffees, flowers and all those
little things that we don't see, but quietly get done so that everything goes very smoothly on Sundays.
THANK YOU, for all the behind the scenes work that gets done by the Ladies' Auxiliary Committee.

All existing board members are willing and wish to return for another three years, which will also have to be
decided at the Annual meeting. We work well together and are trying to promote the functioning of the
congregation, looking to the future, looking at the demographics, looking at the finances while factoring in
the blessings and sorrows of the day. We look forward to the support of all of you to continue this blessed
work of God as we lead our congregation into the future. THANK YOU to all the board members for their
work, for sacrificing their time so that we can come together and deal with the activities of the congregation
with both laughter and tears.

Sincerely — Anita
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IESPEJU PRIORITATES

Jisu
prioritates

Latviski

Angliski

Apvienoties are Grandrapidu un

Lansingas draudzém

Combine with GR and
Lansing congregations

Piesaistit jaunpension&jusos
draudzes darbiba

Engage newly retired
members in church work

Pievilkt Garezera apdzivotajus

Engage those living around
Garezers

Transports uz/no baznicas

Provide transportation
to/from church

[zmainit solfjuma struktiiru

Change the tithe process

Piesaistit jaunakas gimenes

Engage younger families

Iziret dievnamu citam
draudzém

Rent our church to other
congregations

Pariet uz 50/50 latv. un anglu
valodas dievkalpojumiem

Move to 50-50 services
Latvian-English

Lielaku sadarbibu ar Biedribu

Larger collaboration with the
Latvian Association

Sttt visu komunikaciju abas
valodas

All communications in both
languages

Veidot alternativus
dievkalpojumus

Have alternative services

Ievirzit tematiskus/intereSu
vakarus

Host evening groups with
specific topics

Veidot dazadu garigu ievirzu

Create various Christion

grupas focus groups
Izveidot slavesanas Create spiritual celebration
dievkalpojumus services
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Damu komitejas prieksnieces zinojums/Womens’ Auxiliary Chair Report
Pateiciba sanemta no Loaves and Fishes par ziedoto partiku. Liidzu turpiniet atbalstit So labdarbibas
pasakumu!

Pateicibas un ziedojumi sanemti no Karmenes Smith, Gundara un Astridas Strautniekiem, Mirdzas
Rollis, Zeltites Berzinas un Maigas Reginas Auzinas. Sirsnigs paldies par atbalstu!

Paldies visiem piparkiiku cep&jiem, kas paris tris nedélas sacepa piparkiikas no pagatavotas miklas.
Piparkiikas pa majam cepa Aija Aruma, Aija un Audra Graham, Marite Grinberga, Anita un Raimonds
Grivini, Laila Kalnina, Diana un Andris Karklini, Métra Krautmane, Ligita Matison, Edvins un Mara
Melbarzi, Astrida Strautniece, Diana Sydlowski un Ziemelu gimene. Mac. Aija sarikoja piparkiiku
cepsanas talku ar Bibeles stundas dalibniekiem Karli Druvu, Dzintars Gendrikovu, Mariti Strautinu un
Intu Sraderi un Mike Hansen. Shirley Maldups salika piparkiikas pa maisiniem un palidz&ja man visu
uzstadit tirdzinam.

3. decembri notika gadskartgjais Kalamazii latvieSu biedribas rikotais Ziemassvetku tirdzins. Ka
parasts, Damu komiteja piedalijas, pardodot Aivara Stiires cepto saldskabmaizi, piparkiikam, piragiem
un dzeltenmaizi. Paldies Maritei Grinbergai, Dacei Copeland un Annai un Lijai Francisco un
Franceskai Sventeckai par piragu cepSanu. Paldies Ligitai Matisonai un Dianai Ponei par
dzeltenmaizes cepSanu. Pateiciba arT Arnim Kengim un Annai Francisco par palidzésanu pie
pardosanas. lenémam $4,595; izdevumi bija $876.82.

18. decembrT notika Senioru pusdienas. Diana, Solvita un Andris Karklini gatavoja pusdienas un kopa
ar Lailu Kalninu uzklaja un izgreznoja galdus, ka ar1 piestradaja pie servéSanas un trauku mazgasanas.
Milzigi liela pateiciba viniem par uznemsanos rikot So sarikojumu. Paldies rukiSiem, paligiem, kas
palidzgja servet pusdienas un novakt visu péc tam un art nomazgat traukus—Marai Burkett, Dace
Copeland, Métrai Krautmanei, Arnim Kengim, Dainai un Atim Lizenbergiem, Dianai Ponei un
Maritei Strautinai. Paldies James Burkett par jauko koncertu, dziedot svétku dziesmas gitares
pavadijuma. Un paldies miisu macitajai Aija par skaistiem un iedvesmojosiem vardiem. Katrs
dalibnieks sanéma maisinu ar piparkiikam, Sokoladi un damu komitejas un macitajas parakstitu Svétku
apsveikumu kartiti kura bija gramatzime, ko pagatavoja Anna Francisco. Svétku apsveikumu kartites
ar gramatzimém izsttjam pa pastu tiem senioriem, kas nevargja piedalities pusdienas. Damu komiteja
ir sanémusi paris ziedojumus sakara ar sititam kartit€m, par ko esam pateicigas.

Sirsnigi pateicos par dasnam Ziemassveétku davanam, ko man sagadaju Damu Komiteja un Draudzes
valde!

Engelu koks tika kartots citadak—galvenokart pa epastu --$ogad Lauras Smidchenas vadiba. Pateicos
Laurai par vinas darbu.

Nakotnes darbiba:

5. marta — Draudzes gada sapulce un ¢ili pusdienas
19. marta — Damu komitejas pilnsapulce

9. aprili — Lieldienu sadraudzibas stunda

Visu to labako velot—
Dace Copeland, Damu komitejas prieksniece
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Kalamazoo Loaves and Fishes has sent a thank your for our donations. Thanks to all who support this
endeavor and please continue doing so.

Thank yous and donations have been received from Karmene Smith, Gundars and Astrida Strautnieks,
Mirdza Rollis, Zeltite Berzins and Maiga Regina Auzina. Thank you so much for your support!

Thank you to all who baked piparkukas during a very short three week period. Those that baked
piparkukas at home were Aija Arums, Aija and Audra Graham, Marite Grinbergs, Anita and Raionds
Grivins, Laila Kalnins, Diana and Andris Karklins, Metra Krautmanis, Ligita Matisons, Edvins and
Mara Melbardis, Astrida Strautnieks, Diana Sydlowski and the Ziemelis family. Rev. Aija organized a
time to also bake piparkukas with the Bible Study group members Karlis Druva, Dzintars Gendrikovs,
Marite Strautins, Inta Straders and Mike Hansen. Shirley Maldups put all of the baked cookies in bags
and helped me get everthing ready for the Bazaar.

The Annual Christmas Bazaar, organized by the Latvian Association, took place on December 3. As
usual, the Women'’s Auxiliary participated by selling Aivars Sturis rye bread, piparkukas, piragi and
dzeltenmaize. Thank you to Marite Grinbergs, Dace Copeland, Anna and Lija Franciscp and
Franceska Sventeckis for making piragi. Thank you to Ligita Matisons and Diana Pone for baking
dzeltenmaize. Thank you as well to Arnis Kengis and Anna Francisco for helping with the sales on
Saturday. We brought in $4,595; expenses were $876.82.

We held our annual Senior Lunch on December 18. Diana, Solvita and Andris Karklins prepared
lunch and with the help of Laila Kalnins, set up and decorated the tables as well as helped with
serving and clean up. A HUGE thank you to them for organizing this event. Thank you to our helper
elves, who also helped with serving and cleanup—Mara Burkett, Dace Copeland, Metra Krautmanis,
Arnis Kengis, Dainis and Atis Lizenbergs, Diana Pone and Marite Strautins. Thank you to James
Burkett for playing his guitar and singing for and with us. And lastly, thank you to Rev. Aija for her
heartfelt words. Each guest received a small bag of piparkukas, chocolate and a card signed by the
Women’s Auxiliary and Rev. Aija. Each card held a bookmark that Anna Francisco had made. The
cards and bookmarks were also sent to seniors who were not able to attend this event. We have
received several donations as thanks for sending the cards.

Thank you for the generous Christmas gifts from the Women'’s Auxiliary and the Church Board!

The Angel tree was handled primarily by email this year. Thanks to Laura Smidchens for coordinating
this activity.

Future events:

March 5 — Church General Meeting and Chili Lunch
March 19 — Women'’s Auxiliary Annual meeting
April 19 — Easter coffee

All the best —
Dace Copeland, Women'’s Auxiliary Chair
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Kasieres zinojums/Treasurer’s Report

ZIEDOJUMI DRAUDZEI - DONATIONS TO THE CHURCH

Veronika Butners 99. DzimSanas Dienas pieminai — in memory of $ 1,000
Marite Butners, Astrida un Evalds
Miervalda Malcenieka pieminai — in memory of $ 100
Veronika Butners
Skaidrite Mateus pieminai — in memory of $ 100
Veronika Butners
Valza Rozentala pieminai — in memory of $ 130
Metra Krautmanis, Viktor & Viktorija Krievs, Gundars Strautnieks,
Zigridas Vande Giessen pieminai — in memory of $ 100
Veronika Butners

Anna Vaseris pieminai — in memory of $ 565

Veronika Butners, Dzintars R Gendrikovs, Peggy Hauke, Metra Krautmanis, Liene Rava-Kalal,

Karmene Smith, Gundars Strautnieks, Cathy Vaseris, Harijs Zeimelis, Andra Zommers

Harija Zeimela pieminai — in memory of $ 315
Peteris Berzins, Metra Krautmanis, Martis Pone, Gundars Strautnieks, Ieva Sverns
Harija Zeimela 91. DzimSanas Dienas pieminai — in memory of $ 91
Harijs Zeimelis

Dievkalpojumu saraksts Kalamaza 2023. gads*

dievk. ar dievgaldu.

MARTS
Datums/Date | Laiks/Time Perminderi DeZuranti/Greeters | Cits/Other
svetdien, 5. plkst. 10.00. Gavéna | Roberts Marite un Ugis Gada pilnsapulce
marta laika otras svétdienas | Kengis Grinbergi Cili pusdienas
dievkalpojums.
Sunday, 10:00 a.m., Third Edvins Melbardis| Shirley Maldups Confirmation
March 12 Sunday of Lent studies
Service in English
svetdien, 19. plkst. 10.00. Gavéna | Artiirs Ziemelis | Gunta Turks Damu
marta laika ceturtas komitejas
svetdienas dievk. ar pilnsapulce
dievgaldu
svétdien 26. plkst. 10.00. Gavéna | Arnis Andris Karklin§
marta laika piektas Kengis
svetdienas laju vadits
dievk.
sestdien, 31. plkst. 17.00 (50s) Mgtra Krautmane| Sallija Smits
decembri Vecgada vakara
dievk. ar dievgaldu.
APRILIS
Datums/Date | Laiks/Time Perminderi DeZuranti/Greeters | Cits/Other
svétdien, 2. plkst. 10.00. Roberts Kengis | Marite un Ugis
aprilt Piipolsvétdienas Grinbergi
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piektdien, 7. plkst. 6.00. Lielas Edvins Melbardis| Gunta Turks
aprilt piekstdienas dievk. ar
dievgaldu.
svetdien, 9. plkst. 8.00. Kristus Artiirs Ziemelis | Andris Karklins Lieldienu kafijas
aprilt AugSamcelSanas galds
svetku dievk.
Sunday, 10 a.m. White Sunday | Arnis Kengis Brett un Lara Confirmation
January 15 service in Billington studies
English.
svetdien 23. plkst. 10.00. Lieldienu | Mé&tra Krautmane| Sallija Smits
aprilt laika tresas svétdienas
dievk.
ar dievgaldu.
svétdien, 30. | plkst. 10.00. Lieldienu | Roberts Kengis | Marite un Ugis
aprilt laika ceturtas Grinbergi
svetdienas dievk.
MAIJS
Datums/Date | Laiks/Time Perminderi DeZuranti/Greeters | Cits/Other
svetdien 7. plkst. 10.00. Lieldienu | Edvins Melbardis| Gunta Turks [esvétes maciba
maija laika piektas svetdienas
dievk.
svetdien, 14. plkst. 10.00. Mates Artiirs Ziemelis | Andris Karklins
maija dienas / Gimenes
dienas dievk. ar
dievgaldu
svetdien, 21. plkst. 11.00. Iesvetibu | Arnis Kengis Sallija Smits
maija dievk. ar dievgaldu
svetdien, 28. | plkst. 10.00. Mgtra Marite un Ugis
maija Vasarsvétku dienas Krautmane Grinbergi
laju vadits dievk.

*Kafijas sadraudzibas stundas tiks izzinotas dievkalpojuma laika. Ja bis, kas uzvara kafiju, tad

notiks sadraudzibas stundas, citadi, diemzgl, tas nenotiks darbinieku trikuma del.

Bibeles stundas

treSdien, 22. marta plkst 11.00
tresdien, 19. aprilt plkst. 11.00
treSdien, 24. maija plkst. 11.00

Meditacijas grupa “Aka”
piektdien, 3. marta plkst. 11.00
piektdien, 14. aprili plkst. 11.00
piektdien, 12. maija plkst. 11.00

MEDITACIJAS VAKARI AR LILITU M.
(Lidzi nemiet spilvenu, segu vai jogas matraciti, gérbieties értds drébés. Sis vakars biis paredzérs, lai més
lautu sev elpot un biit Dieva prieksa, klusuma un miera! leeja pret ziedojumu.)
Otrdien, 14. februari, pulksten 6.00.
Piektdien, 24. februari, pulksten 6.00.
Nakamo méneSu datumi biis saskanoti ar interesentiem un tiks izzinoti atseviski.
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TIBETIESU DZIEDOSAS BLODAS (vada Karina Enina)
(Ndciet un laujieties tiras skanas frekvencém — tas lai dziedina, mierina, atver sirdis Dievam)

Tresdien, 15. marta, pulksten 6.00
Tresdien 19. aprili, pulksten 6.00
TreSdien, 17. maija, pulksten 6.00

Draudzes valdes locekli

mac. Aija Graham, (517) 614-4853, aija_graham(@comecast.net

Anita Grivina, priekSséde, (269) 271-3484, anita.grivins(@gmail.com

Ugis Grinbergs, vicepriekssedis, (269) 244-5691, ugiathome(@aol.com

Ieva Kalnina, sekretare, karenekalnins(@gmail.com

Roberts Kengis, sekretares paligs, (269) 998-3141, rkengis@hotmail.com
Meétra Krautmane, kasiere, (269) 744-0794 , metra.krautmanis(@gmail.com
Dzintars Gendrikovs, kasieres paligs, (269) 762-0847, zgendri(@gmail.com
Arnis Kengis, ipasuma parzinis, (269) 217-2069, arniskazoo@aol.com
Edvins Melbardis, techniskais parzinis, (269) 615-1682, jukums@comecast.net

Janis Smits, loceklis, janissmits60@gmail.com
Dace Copeland, Damu komitejas parstave, (269) 209-6465, dace.copeland@wmich.edu
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Solijums: LatvieSu ev. Lut. Apvienotai draudzei Kalamazt/
Pledge: Latvian Ev. Luth. United Church of Kalamazoo

Pateiciba par Dievu svétibu un z€lastibu, es/mes sekojosie draudzes locekli/ In giving thanks
to God for His benevolence, I/we the following Latvian Ev.Lutheran United Church members:

Draudzes uzturéSanai ziedosim sekojoso kopsummu/ Support the church with the following
sum:S

So ziedojumu més kartosim, maksajot/ We will pay this pledge as follows:
katru meénesi/ every month;

katru gada ceturksni/ every quarter ; vai/or

ar vienreizéju maksajumu gada/ in a one-time payment.

W N Wn

Ar Dieva paligu/ With God’s help,

Paraksts / Signature Datums/ Date

Ltidzu nositit jiisu solijuma lapas un maksajumus/ Please send your pledge forms and
payments to:

Latvian Evangelical Lutheran United Church of Kalamazoo
122 Cherry Hill St
Kalamazoo MI 49006-4221

Pavila 2. Véstule KorintieSiem 9:7
Ikviens lai dara, ka tas sava sirdi apnémies, ne smagu sirdi vai piespiests; jo priecigu devéju Dievs mil.

2. Corinthians 9:7

Each one must do just as he has purposed in his heart, not grudgingly or under compulsion, for God loves a cheerful
giver.
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