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“Jezus Kristus, Davida déla, Abrahama déla, cilts gramata...” Mateja 1:1

Ziemassveétki - sakt visu no jauna

Ticu, ka Tu savas rokas esi turgjis Bibeli, varbiit pat esi m&ginajis to lasit no viena vaka lidz otram. Un, ja tu
esi viens no izturigajiem un neesi uzdevis lasiSanu puscela, tad kada punkta tu nonaci Iidz pedgjai gramatai
Vecaja Deriba — Maleahijas gramatai, un Sis gramatas pasi p&dejie vardi ir sadi: “Redzi, Es siitiSu pie jums
pravieti Eliju, ieckams naks Ta Kunga liela un Sausmu pilna diena. Vinam bils japiegriez tévu sirdis berniem
un bérnu sirdis saviem téviem, lai Man nebiitu janak un nebiitu jaapkrauj visa zeme ar Savu lastu
smagumu!" Mal. 3:23-24. Un viss. Tie ir p&€dgjie vardi Vecaja Deriba. Beidzas kada liela, buitiska nodala. Ne
uz tik labas nots. Lasi ka gribi, skaidrs ir viens, ka nodala beidzas ar riigtu atzinu, ka cilvéku sirdis ir
ievainotas, viens no otra ir emocionali attalinajies, atsvesinajies, varbiit pat dusmas cits citu sapinajis. Tévu
sirdis attalinajusas no b&rniem, un b&rnu sirdis attalinajusas no téviem. Kaut kas salauzts un smags palicis,
kaut kas nedziedinats, neizrrunats, 11dz galam nesaprasts un nemil&ts un nepienemts. Tas noteikti nav labas
beigas gramatai. Kur nu vél visai Vecajai Deribai! Ko nu?

Bet, ja tu turpini lasit, un parskir nakamo lapaspusi, tad tava prieksa nu ir pilnigi jauna, pilnigi balta lapa, un
uz tas lieliem burtiem rakstits: “Jauna Deriba” vai “Misu Kunga un Pestitaja Jezus Kristus Jauna Deriba”.
Jauns sakums. Jauna dzives nodala. Vai tu uzdrikstesies to iesakt? Un, ja tu esi viens no tiem drosmigajiem,
kas esi ar mieru parskirt jaunu lapaspusi, tad tava prieksa ir nekas cits, ka Mateja evangglijs — Jézus
dzimSanas stasts.

Tumsa nakti, laika, kad sirds ir nedaudz nosalusi, dzives nelaika, varbiit pat neplanots, - Bétleme, - piedzimst
bérns. Tumsakaja nakti piedzimst jauns sakums un jauna iesp&ja. Un So jauno sakumu nosauc par Jézu,
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kas tulkojuma nozimé ‘Dievs palidz’, ‘Dievs glabj’. Daudziem tas ir jauns sakums. Marijai un Jazepam —
jauns sakums vinu attiecibas. Ganiem - jauns sakums, ka vini skatas uz savu dzivi. Gudrajiem - jauns
sakums ticibas celos. Pasaulei - jauns sakums attiecibas ar Dievu. Katram jaunais sakums izpauzas citadak.
Tu jau art sava sird1 varbit ilgojies péc kada ‘jauna sakuma sava dzives nakti’, jaunas lapaspuses sava dzives
gramata. Ir jauzdrikstas sev to dot!

Dievs grib, lai tu atSkir jaunu lapaspusi sava dziveé. Jaunu nodalu. Kas bijis, pagajis. Es, Dievs, visu daru
jaunu! Es, Dievs, glabju. Es, Dievs, palidzu. Tev tikai jagrib to beérnu, Pestitaju, pienemt, rokas panemt un
caur savu dzivi uzaudzinat. Ta vien skiet, ka Dievs grib, lai tu atlauj sev ievilkt pilnigi jaunu, atjaunojosu,
Dieva dzimusu elpu. Ta vien Skiet, ka Dievs grib, lai tu sac no jauna!

Redzi, mums, cilvékiem, visbiezak ir tendence iecikl€ties uz to, kas bijis. Fiksét savu uzmanibu uz to, ka nav
vai nekad vairs nebts. lestrégt tur, kur ir sapigi. Palikt tums$aja, aukstaja nakti. Palikt, baidities no dzives
ziemas. Diemzg€l, tadi m€s esam. Bet caur Ziemassvétkiem, caur Jezus piedzimSanu, Dievs uzsvaru uzliek uz
tavu iesp&ju. Sakt no jauna. Ja tev jaltidz piedoSana, ltidz. Sac attiecibas no jauna. Ja tev japiedod, piedod.
Sac attiecibas no jauna. Ja tev jaatlaiz, jaabrivo, asaras janoslauka — noslauki, palaid v&;a, sac visu no jauna.
Ja tev jamacas milét pec tam, kad esi milestiba vilies vai sirdi gabalos salauzis, sac no jauna! Ja tev jamacas
uzticeties cilvékiem, jo tie iedz€lusi vai nosodijusi vai atstajusi, sac visu no jauna. Ja tu esi iekritis sevis
vainoSana, sevis nepienemsana — atlauj ievilkt kaut uz mirkli pilnigi jaunu elpu, sac no jauna. Sac sevi
pienemt no jauna un mazlietin iemilét sevi no jauna! Ja esi zaudgjis sapnus, sac no jauna, sac ar jaunu sapni!
Sac ar jaunu motivaciju, mérki. Ja esi iesprudis naida, nepatika, dusmas — ievelc elpu ka tikko dzimis bérns,
apjausot, ka tev tacu tiek dota vél iesp€ja — dzive — sac no jauna. Sac no jauna pamanit labo. Ja tu esi
sapinats, sac, sac sevi dziedinat no jauna. Ja esi atsvesinagjies, attalinajies, sac no jauna, uzdriksties paiet
soliti preti. Ja tu esi apstajies noguruma, nezina, un liekas — nekam vairak nav spéka — ievelc kaut uz mirkli
jaundzimusa bérna elpu un atlauj sev atpiisties un sakt no jauna. Ar jaunu dienu, ar jaunu apnemsanos — sakt
no jauna. Ja esi vilies, esi dzives aizmidzinats, pilnigi jities dzives apstaklu apstadinats — nebaidies
uzmosties ar raudienu, nebaidies panemt jaunu elpu. Nebaidies sakt no jauna. Ja jities, ka sird1 vél nésa lidzi
vakardienas paliekas, grekus, kltidas, uztici to piedodos8a Jeézus bérna rokam. Nenem Iidzi vakardienas
smagumu, sac visu no sakuma, no tiras lapas. Tas ir ta paredzéts!

Katru reizi, kad més sev laujam atvert jaunu, tiru lapaspusi sava dzive, tie jiitas ka Ziemassvetki — Dieviska
bérna piedzimsana nekur citur, bet miisu sirdis. Kad Pestitajs paties$am ienak miisu dzives lapaspus€s, miisu
stastos, més sakam jaunu stastu — dziedinatu stastu, kur sirds sp&j otra sirdi sajust. Nu vismaz censas sajust.

Lai mums tadi Ziemassvetki! Lai mums ar Dievu atvertas jaunas dzives lappuses!

Ar milestibu,

Mac. Aija



“This is the genealogy of Jesus the Messiah the son of David, the son of Abraham...” Matt.1:1
Christmas - Starting Over

I believe that you have held the Bible in your hands, maybe even have tried to read it from cover to cover.
And if you are one of the dedicated ones and have not given up halfway through the reading, then at some
point you come to the last book in the Old Testament - the book of Malachi, and the very last words of this
book are as follows: “See, I will send the prophet Elijah to you before that great and dreadful day of the Lord
comes. He will turn the hearts of the parents to their children, and the hearts of the children to their parents,
or else I will come and strike the land with destruction.” Mal. 3:23-24. And that's it. Those are the last words
in the Old Testament. A great, important chapter ends, but not on a good note. Read it how you want, one
thing is clear the chapter, the book, and the whole testament end with a bitter realization that people's hearts
are wounded, one has emotionally distanced from another, alienated, perhaps even hurt one another in anger.
The hearts of the fathers have distanced themselves from their children, and the children's hearts have
distanced themselves from their fathers. Something has been broken, something has remained unhealed, and
unspoken, something has not been fully understood, unloved, and unaccepted. That is certainly not a good
ending for the book, and not for the entire Old Testament! So now what?

But if you continue reading, and turn the next page, then in front of you is a completely new, blank page,
and on it is written in large letters: “New Testament” or “The New Testament of Our Lord and Savior Jesus
Christ.” A new beginning. A new chapter of life. Will you dare to start it? And if you are one of those brave
ones willing to turn a new page, then in front of you is the Gospel of Matthew — the story of the birth of
Jesus.

On a night, when the heart is a little cold, at an inopportune time in life, perhaps even unplanned, - in
Bethlehem - a child is born. In the darkest night, a new beginning and a new opportunity are born. And this
new beginning is called Jesus, which in translation means 'God helps', 'God saves'. For many, it is a new
beginning. For Mary and Joseph - a new beginning in their relationship. For the shepherds - a new beginning
in the way they look at their lives. For the wise men - a new beginning in their paths of faith. For the world -
a new beginning in our relationship with God. For everyone, the new beginning manifests differently. You
may be longing in your heart for a new beginning, a new page in your book of life. You must dare to give it
to yourself!

God wants us to turn a new page in our lives. A new chapter. What has been, is gone. I, God, make all things
new! I, God, save you. I, God, help you. You just have to accept this child, the Savior, take him in your
arms, and raise him through your life. It seems that God wants us to allow ourselves to breathe in a
completely renewing, God-born breath. It seems that God wants us to start over!



You see, we humans most often tend to get stuck in a cycle of what was. To fix our attention on what is not
or will never be again. To get stuck where it hurts. To stay in the dark, cold night, to fear the winter of life.
Unfortunately, that's how we are. But through Christmas, through the birth of Jesus, God emphasizes our
opportunity to start over. If you need to ask for forgiveness, ask. Start the relationship over. If you need to
forgive, forgive. Let the old hurt go. If you need a release, wipe away your tears - wipe them away, let them
roll away. If you need to learn to love after being disappointed in love or having your heart broken into
pieces, start all over again! If you need to learn to trust people because they have hurt you judged you or
abandoned you, start all over again. If you have fallen into self-blame, self-non-acceptance — allow yourself
to take a completely new breath, even for a moment, to start again with a little bit of self-love. Start
accepting yourself again! If you have lost your dreams, start again, start with a new dream! Start with a new
motivation, a new goal. If you are stuck in hatred, dislike, or anger — take a breath like a newborn child,
realizing that you are being given another chance to start again. Start noticing the good again. If you are
wounded and hurt, start healing yourself again, put a healing balm on those wounds. If you have become
alienated, or distant, dare to take a step forward. If you have stopped in fatigue and ignorance, and it seems
that there is no strength left for anything — take a breath like a newborn child for a moment allow yourself to
rest, and then start again. With a new day, with a new commitment — start again. If you are disappointed, you
feel stopped by the circumstances of life — do not be afraid to wake up with a cry, do not be afraid to take a
new breath, and do not be afraid to start over. If you feel that you still carry the remnants of yesterday, sins,
and mistakes in your heart, entrust them to the hands of the forgiving child Jesus. Do not carry the weight of
yesterday within you, start everything from the beginning, from a clean slate. That is how it is meant to be!

Every time we allow ourselves to open a new, blank page in our lives, it feels like Christmas — a Divine
Child is born nowhere else but in our hearts. When the Savior truly enters the pages of our lives, in our
stories, we begin a new story — a healed story, where the heart can feel the heart of another human. Or at
least try to feel it.

May we have such a Christmas! May new pages of life be opened with God!
With love,

Rev. Aija

Macitajas zinojums/ Pastor’s report

- 24. septembr1 uzsakam jaunu iesvétamo apmacibas grupu, taja ir ¢etri jauniesi: Jacob

Aaron, Nils Erkmanis, Vizma Erkmanis un Aldis Kins. Ta ka jauniesi ir no attalam vietam,

tad klatienes tikSanas ir paredz&tas saméra reti, bet mes tickamies Zoom, norunatos vakaros.
Paredzets, ka iesvétibas notiks 2025. gada 25. maija Garezera.

- No 26. Iidz 29. septembrim piedalijos LELBA Sinodé Indianapol€. Paldies draudzes prieksniecei Anitai
Grivinai un Damu komitejas priekSniecei Dacei Copeland, ka kopa ar mani parstavéja draudzi. LELBA
priekSnieces amatu turpinas veikt praveste Anita Varsberga - Paza.

- Sogad Liela Baznica (Latvijas Evanggliski Luteriska Baznica Pasaulg) iziet cauri svarigam procesam,
jauna arhibiskapa véléSanam. Ka jau esat dzird€jusi un esat bijusi informéti, ka LELBP arhibiskape
Lauma Zusevica ir nolémusi doties svétigi nokalpota atpiita. Lidz 30. novembrim notiek balsoSana par
vienu no trim biskapa kandidatiem: Vari Bitenieku, Normundu Kamergrauzi un Karli Zolu. Draudzes
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valde notur€ja parrunas un véleéSanas sava starpa un péc balsu vairakuma nosiitija miisu atbalstu vienam
no kandidatiem. Lai Dievs svéti nakama arhibiskapa kalpoSanu!

Ir pieejamas un noperkamas Baznicas Gadagramatas 2025. Vienas gramatas cena — 25 dolari.

On September 24, we started a new Confirmation group, there are four young people in it: Jacob
Aaron, Nils Erkmanis, Vizma Erkmanis and Aldis Kins. Since the young people are from distant places,
face-to-face meetings are planned relatively rarely, but we meet on Zoom, on agreed evenings. It is
planned that the Confirmation service will take place on May 25, 2025 in Garezera.

From September 26 to 29, I participated in the LELBA Synod in Indianapolis. Thank you to Anita
Grivina, head of the congregation, and Dace Copeland, head of the Women'’s Auxiliary, for

representing the congregation with me. Dean Anita Varsberga - Paza will continue to be the head of
LELBA.

This year, the Great Church (Evangelical Lutheran Church of Latvia in the World) is going through an
important process, the election of a new archbishop. As you have already heard and have been informed
that LELBP Archbishop Lauma ZusSevica has decided to go on a well-deserved rest. Voting for one of
the three bishop candidates is taking place until November 30: Varis Bitenieks, Normunds
Kamergrauzis and Karlis Zols. The church board held discussions and elections among themselves and
by majority vote sent our support to one of the candidates. May God bless the ministry of the next
archbishop!

Church Yearbooks for 2025 are available for purchase. The price of one book is $25.

Klavieru un Cella muzikas vakars sveCcu gaisma.

Muzice Gunta Laukmane un Silvija Sidorane.

TreSdien, 18. decembri, plkst. 6.30

leeja pret ziedojumiem.




Draudzes dzive fotografijas

Mac. Aijas Graham, Viktora Krieva, Viktorijas Krievas un Artiira Ziemela fotografijas

Skati no Plaujas svétkiem un...




Latvijas valsts neatkaribas svétku dievkalpojuma.




Draudzes prieksnieces zinojums/Board Chair’s Report

LatvieSu baznica lielas vélésanas.

" Ka jus jau daudzi ziniet, Latvijas evangéliski luteriskai baznicai pasaulé (LELBP) notiek liclas
mainas. Musu visu labi pazistama archibiskape Lauma Zuseévica, pec desmit gadu kalpoSanas ka misu
archibiskape, ies penzija 2025. gada pavasari. Ar to pazinojumu ir notikuSas kadidatu uzstadiSanas no 41
kvalificeétiem macitajiem visa LELBP pasparn€. No §1 saraksta palika tris kandidati, kuri bija ar mieru spert
soli talak uz miisu visu archibiskapa darbu.

Balso$ana bija balstita uz draudzu skaitu, kur tas draudzes ar pari 401 locekliem dabuja tris balsis, no 400-
200 divas balsis, no 199 lidz 21 dabija vienu balsi, zem 20 nedabiija balsi. P& mana skaita kopsumma bija
173 balsis. Kandidatus Biskapa amatam var&ja nominét Baznicas Virsvaldes (BV) prezidents, BV locekli,
LELBP un zemju parvalZzu priekSnieki un locekli, macitaji un diakoni, kas ir LELBP aktuala aktivo un
emeritéto saraksta, un LELBP draudzu pilnvarotie, izpildot savas draudzes pilnsapulces, padomes vai valdes
lémumu. Ar So aprékinu miisu draudzei pienacas 2 balsis, plus macitajas Aijas balss. Tie tr1s kandidati bija:

1. Mac. Varis Bitenieks, Aizpute, Latvija

2. Mac. Dr. Normunds Kamergrauzis, Stokholma, Zviedrija

3. Prav. emer. Karlis Zols, Ogré, Latvija

Kandidatiem bija janosiita savus CV un atbildes uz uzdotiem seSiem jautajumiem. Tad v€l notika atseviskas
virtualas intervijas ar Cetriem jautajumiem un p&digi bija kop€ja intervija, kur bija jau sagatavoti jautajumi
ka ar1 skatitaju jautajumi. Intervijas var€ja noskatities jebkurs, kam bija interese, lai pats iepazitos ar
kandidatiem.

Misu draudzes 13. novembra valdes séd€ parrunajam kandidatus, bija majas darbi noskatities visas
intervijas un parlasit CV un nakt gataviem balsot. No valdes bija viena balss par mac. Vari Bitenieku, viens
nebija klat, kas balsotu, un devinas balss par prav. emer. Karli Zolu. Kad atvéras elektroniska balsosana 15.
novembri, es miisu divas balsis ierakstiju par prav. emer. Karli Zolu. P&dgja balsoanas diena ir 29.
novembris, tatad nevaru jums rakstit par uzvarétaju misu visu archibiskapa darbam. Par to mums tiks zinots
caur &-pastu. Gaidam visi.

Pedigi, es jis visus laipni lidzu uz gadskart€jo pilnsapulci, kas notiks 9. februart tilit péc dievkalpojuma.
Kad darba kartiba biis uzstadita, tad siitisim visus obligatos dokumentus, ka péc statitiem mums ir ierakstits.
Gatavojoties uz Pateicibas dienu, pateiksimies par visu to ko tas Kungs un Jézus mums ir devis, lai més
varétu bt labaki neka més bijam vakar, paldies par mtsu bagatibu, gan sp&jas, gan gimenés, gan darbos, gan
atpiita. Lai ta Kunga labestiba pieskaras ikkatram no mums $aja svétku laika, mierina sirdis un pratus,
vesina pasaules karsto politisko gaisotni, un lieck mums ikkatram pateikties par visu labu miisu dzives.

A Big Election in the Latvian Church.

As many of you know, the Latvian Evangelical Lutheran Church Worldwide (LELBP) is undergoing major
changes. Lauma Zusévica, the well-known archbishop to all of us, is retiring, after ten years of service ar
achbishop, in the spring of 2025. This announcement has resulted in efforts to find new candidates from 41
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qualified pastors across LELBP. From this full list three candidates remained who were willing to take a
step forward to take on the work of the archbishop to all of us.

Voting was based on the number of members in the congregation, where those congregations with over 401
members got three votes, 400-200 got two votes, 199 to 21 got one vote, under 20 did not get a vote. By my
count, the total possible votes were 173. Candidates for the position of Bishop could be nominated by the
President of the General Board of the Church (GBC), members of the GBC, directors and members of the
LELBP and administrators, pastors and deacons who are on the LELBP's up-to-date list of active and
emeritus, and trustees of LELBP congregations in execution of the decision of their congregation's general
meeting, council or board. With this calculation, our congregation had 2 votes, plus the voice of Pastor

Aija.

The three candidates were:

1. Pastor Varis Bitenieks, Aizpute, Latvia

2. Pastor Dr. Normunds Kamergrauzis, Stockholm, Sweden
3. Dean emer. Karlis Zols, Ogre, Latvia

Candidates had to send their CVs and answer six questions. There were separate virtual interviews with
each candidate with four questions and there was a joint interview with several already prepared questions
as well as questions from the viewers. The interviews could be watched by anyone who was interested in
getting to know the candidates themselves.

At our Nov. 13 board meeting, we discussed the candidates, it was homework to watch all the interviews and
reread the resumes and come ready to vote. There was one vote from the board for Pastor Varis Bitenieks,
one who did not vote, and nine votes for Dean emer. Karlis Zols. When the electronic voting opened on
November 15, I recorded our two votes for Karlis Zols. The last day of voting is November 29, so I can't
write to you about the outcome for the job of our new archbishop. Please watch your email as everyone
awaits the results.

I welcome you all to the annual general meeting, which will be held on February 9, immediately after the
church service. Once the agenda is in place, we will send all the mandatory documents, as required by our
by-laws.

Finally, as we prepare for Thanksgiving, let's give thanks for all that the Lord and Jesus have given us so
that we can be better than we were yesterday, thank you for our wealth, whether in our abilities, in our
families, in our deeds or in our rest. May the goodness of the Lord touch each of us during this holiday
season, comfort hearts and minds, cool the hot political atmosphere of the world, and make us reflect on all
the good in our lives.

Sirsniba/Sincerely,
Anita Grivina



Damu komitejas prieksnieces zinojums/Womens’ Auxiliary Chair Report

e Paldies Strautnieku gimenei par dasno ziedojumu Damu komitejas darbam! Paldies Lienei un
Jim Kalal par ziedojumu piparkiiku produktiem! Paldies Guntai Turkai par ziedojumiem
pukém, ko likt uz altara!

S o Paldies visiem, kas ziedo partiku Loaves and Fishes!

e No 26. lidz 29. septembrim piedalijos LELBA Sinod€ Indianapol&, kur biju viena no trim
Sinodes sekretarém.

e 5. oktobr1 kopa ar Aleksi Copeland un Annu, Isaac un Liju Francisco sagatavojam 92 marcinas
piparkiiku miklu. Pateicamies Anitai Gaudio, ka vargjam lietot vinas lielo maisamo masinu un
Kalamazi latvieSu biedribai par atlauju lietot Centra virtuvi. Jau péc paris nedélam sakas
piparkiiku cepSana. Cepgji tiesam bijusi loti atsaucigi un visa mikla ir izcepta piparkiikas!
Paldies jums varoniem!

e 6. oktobrT tilit pec dievkalpojuma notika skaitas Plaujas svétku pusdienas ar loteriju. Linda
Grendze koordingja So pasakumu un sagadaja loti garSigas pusdienas ar desinam un kapostiem.
Paldies Lindai un visiem vinas paligiem! Vina ar1 bija sagatavojusi bérniem nodarbibu ar
kirbjiem un konfektém. Bija loti bagatigs loterijas galds Dianas Pones vadiba. Paldies visiem,
kas ziedoja kaut ko loterijas galda. Ienakums no Plaujas svétkiem bija $748, izdevumi $397.
Damu komiteja noléma ziedot $500 orkana cietusajiem un pateicas Draudzes valdei, ka vina
arT piekrita ziedot $500 no savas kases.

Diana Karklina vadis Senioru pusdienas. Senioru pusdienas notiks 15. decembri kopa ar LatvieSu

skolas egliti. Paldies Copeland un Francisco gimeném, kas gada par davanu senioriem. Galvenais

paldies pienakas Annai Copeland.

Laura Smidchena vada Engelu koka nodarbibu. Paldies vinai un

visiem, kas atblasta So sveétigo pasakumu, kad varam palidzet e

maznodroginatam gimeném Kalamazi. Paldies ari Shirley Maldups, &

kas palidzgja uzstadit egliti.

Esam atjaunojusas kontaktus ar Kapselu ielas be&rnu namu, kur

dzivo Nikola. Vienu laiku tie bija partriikusi dazadu iemeslu del.

Turpinasim atblastit Nikolas vajadzibas ka individuali labvéli nevis

caur LELBP, ka bijam to darjusi. NovembrT parsitijam $500USD

Nikolas vajadzibam. ST nauda naca no ziedotaja, kas to noziedoja

pagajuso gadu. Es esmu bijusi kontakta ar [lonu Reinholdi, VSAC

“Riga” filiales vaditaju, kas raksta ,,Jusu atveletie I1dzekli tiks

izlietoti Nikolai speciala pedagoga amekl&juma 1 x nedgla, kur tiek

sniegts professionals atbalsts macibu vielas apguve. Ka art sakara
ar griittbam regulét emocijas, loti nepiecieSamas regulara
psihoterapijas sesijas. Vasaras un ruidens brivlaikos Nikola ar lielu
prieku devas uz dienas nometném. NepiecieSams rast iesp&ju arl
ziemas brivlaika apmeklI&t dienas nometni.” Ménesi iziet apméram $250 par specialo pedagogu un
psihoterapeiti Nikolai. Ziemas nedélas nometne izmaka aptuveni $215. Damu komiteja turpinas
atbalstit Nikolas vajadzibas. Ja kads v€las ziedot tiesi Sim iemeslam, m&s biitu ]oti pateicigas.

Thank you to the Strautnieks family for their generous donation to the Women’s Auxiliary! Thank
you to Liene and Jim Kalal for their donation for gingerbread products! Thank you to Gunta
Turks for her donation for flowers to place on the altar!
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Thank you to everyone who donated food to Loaves and Fishes!

From September 26 through the 29 I participated in the LELBA Synod in Indianapolis where [
was one of three Synod secretaries.

On October 5th, we made 92 pounds of gingerbread dough with Alksis Copeland and Anna, Isaac,
and Lija Francisco. We thank Anita Gaudio for allowing us to use her large mixer and the
Kalamazoo Latvian Society for allowing us to use the Center's kitchen. After a couple of weeks,
the baking of gingerbread began. The bakers were very, very responsive and all the dough is
baked! Thanks to all the baking heroes!

On October 6, right after the church service, we held our annal Harvest Festival lunch with a
lottery. Linda Grendze coordinated this event and provided a very tasty lunch with sausages and
cabbage. Thanks to Linda and all her helpers! She had also prepared a pumpkin and candy
activity for the children. There was an abundant lottery table led by Diana Pone. Thank you to
everyone who donated something to the loterry table. Income from the Harvest Festival was 3748,
expenses $397. The Women'’s Auxiliary decided to donate $500 to the hurricane victims and
thanks the church board for agreeing to donate $500 from their budget.

Diana Karklina will coordinate the Senior lunch, which will be held on December 15 together
with the Latvian school Christmas program. Thank you to the Copeland and Francisco families
for providing a gift for the seniors. Major thanks go to Anna Copeland for her efforts on this
project.

Laura Smidchens has prepared the Angel Tree ornaments. Thank you to her and everyone who
supports this wonderful event where we can help needy families in Kalamazoo. Thanks also to
Shirley Maldups who helped to set up the tree.

We have renewed contacts with the Kapselu street orphanage, where
Nikola lives. At one time our contact was interrupted for various
reasons. We will continue to support Nikola's needs as individual
benefactors and not through LELBP, as we had done. In November,
we transferred 3500USD for Nikola's needs. This money came from
a donor who donated it last year. I have been in contact with Ilona
Reinholds, head of VSAC "Riga" branch of the orphanage, who
writes ,, Your allocated funds will be used for Nikola's special
pedagogue visit once a week, where professional support is provided
in learning the subject matter. As well as due to difficulties in
regulating emotions, regular psychotherapy sessions are very
necessary. During the summer and autumn holidays, Nikola went to
day camps with great pleasure. It is necessary to find an opportunity
to visit the day camp during the winter holidays as well." It costs
about $250 a month for Nikola's special educator and
psychotherapist. Winter weekend camps cost approximately $215.
The Women'’s Auxiliary will continue to support Nikola's needs. If
anyone would like to donate to this cause, we would greatly appreciate it.

Kasieres zinojums/Treasurer’s Report

Ata Grinberga pieminai — in memory of $ 200
- Jautrite Savage
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Dievkalpojumu saraksts Kalamazia 2024. / 2025. gads

DECEMBRIS
Datums/Date Laiks/Time Pérminderi DeZuranti/Greeters Cits/Other
svétdien, 1. plkst. 10.00 Adventa _ L Marite un Ugis
decembrT pirmas svétdienas dievk. Armis Kengis Grinbergi
svetdien, 8. 10 a.m. Second Advent | Artiirs Ziemelis Liene Rava-Kalal and
decembr1 Service in English with Jim Kalal
Holy Communion.
svetdien, 15. plkst. 10.00 Adventa Edvins Melbardis | Andris Karklin$ Draudzes
decembrT tre$as svétdienas dievk. senioru
pusdienas un
Latviesu skolas
apvienota
Ziemassvétku
eglite.
svétdien, 22. plkst. 10.00 Adventa Metra Krautmane Shirley Maldups
decembri ceturtas svétdienas dievk.
otrdien, 24. plkst. 5.00 Kristus Roberts Kengis Marite un Ugis
decembr1 piedzimSanas Své&tvakara Grinbergi
dievk.
svetdien 29. DIEVKALPOJUMS NENOTIEK
decembr1
svetdien 31. DIEVKALPOJUMS NENOTIEK
decembr1
JANVARIS
Datums/Date Laiks/Time Pérminderi Dezuranti/Greeters Cits/Other
svetdien, 5. plkst. 10.00 Zvaigznes | Amis Kengis Andris KarkImns
janvart dienas dievk. ar
dievgaldu.
Sunday, January | 10 a.m. Service in Roberts Kengis Shirley Maldups
12 English.
svetdien, 19. plkst. 10.00 dievk. ar Artars Ziemelis ~ Marite un Ugis
janvari dievgaldu. Grinbergi
svétdien, 26. plkst. 10.00 dievk. Edvins Melbardis |Andris Karklins Skola
janvari
FEBRUARIS
Datums/Date Laiks/Time Pérminderi Dezuranti/Greeters Cits/Other
svétdien 2. plkst. 10.00. dievk. ar Meétra Krautmane | Shirley Maldups
februart dievgaldu
svétdien 9. plkst. 10.00 dievk. Arnis Kengis Marite un Ugis Gada sapulce un
februart Grinbergi ¢il pusdienas
Sunday, 10 a.m. Service in Artiirs Ziemelis Shirley Maldups
February 16 [English with Holy
Communion.

svetdien, 23.
februari

plkst. 10.00 dievk.

Edvins Melbardis

Andris Karklins
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*Kafijas sadraudzibas stundas tiks izzinotas dievkalpojuma laika. Ja bis, kas uzvara kafiju, tad
notiks sadraudzibas stundas, citadi, diemZ€l, tas nenotiks darbinieku trukuma del.

Bibeles stundas Meditacijas grupa “Aka”

e tresdien, 11. decembrd, plkst. 11.00. e decembri “Aka” nenotiks

e treSdien, 15. janvari, plkst. 11.00. e piektdien, 24. janvari, plkst. 11.00.

o tresdien, 12. februari, plkst. 11.00 o piektdien, 21. februari, plkst. 11.00.
Meditacijas vakari ar Lilitu M TibetieSu dziedo$as blodas
(Lidzi nemiet spilvenu, segu vai jogas matraciti, (vada Karina Enina)
gerbieties értas drébés. Sis vakars (Ndciet un laujaties tira skanas frekvencém —
biis paredzéts, lai més lautu sev elpot un biit Dieva lai tas dziedina, mierina, atver sirdis Dievam)

prieksa, klusuma un miera! leeja $5)
decembri Meditacijas vakars nenotiks
tresdien, 15. janvari, plkst. 6.00.
tresdien, 19. februari, plkst. 6.00.

treSdien, 11. decembri, plkst. 6.00.
treSdien, 29. janvari, plkst. 6.00.
tresdien, 12. februari, plkst. 6.00.

Viru sarunu vakari

e otrdien, 3. decembr, plkst. 6.00
e ceturtdien, 16. janvari, plkst. 6.00
e ceturtdien, 20. februari, plkst. 6.00
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Pledge: Latvian Ev. Luth. United Church of Kalamazoo

Pateiciba par Dievu svétibu un Z€lastibu, es/més sekojosie draudzes locekli/ In giving thanks to God
for His benevolence, I/we the following Latvian Ev.Lutheran United Church
members:

b

Draudzes uzturéSanai ziedosim sekojoso kopsummu/ Support the church with the following
sum:$

So ziedojumu més kartosim, maksajot/ We will pay this pledge as follows:
katru ménesi/ every month;

katru gada ceturksni/ every quarter; vailor

ar vienreiz€ju maksajumu gada/ in a one-time payment.

& A A

Ar Dieva paligu/ With God’s help,

Paraksts / Signature Datums/ Date

Ludzu nosiitit jiisu solijuma lapas un maksajumus/ Please send your pledge forms and payments to:
Latvian Evangelical Lutheran United Church of Kalamazoo

122 Cherry Hill St

Kalamazoo MI 49006-4221

Or use this code to make payments thru paypal:

Pavila 2. Véstule KorintieSiem 9:7
Ikviens lai dara, ka tas sava sird apnémies, ne smagu sirdi vai piespiests; jo priecigu devéju Dievs mil.

2. Corinthians 9:7
Each one must do just as he has purposed in his heart, not grudgingly or under compulsion, for God loves a cheerful giver.
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Draudzes valdes locekli

mac. Aija Graham, (517) 614-4853, aija_graham(@comcast.net

Anita Grivina, prieksSséde, (269) 271-3484, anita.grivins(@gmail.com

Ugis Grinbergs, vicepriekssédis, (269) 244-5691, ugiathome(@aol.com

Ieva Kalnina, sekretare, karenekalnins@gmail.com

Roberts Kengis, sekretares paligs, (269) 998-3141, rkengis@hotmail.com
Meétra Krautmane, kasiere, (269) 744-0794 , metra.krautmanis(@gmail.com
Dzintars Gendrikovs, kasieres paligs, (269) 762-0847, zgendri(@gmail.com
Arnis Kengis, ipasuma parzinis, (269) 217-2069, arniskazoo@aol.com
Edvins Melbardis, techniskais parzinis, (269) 615-1682, jukums(@comcast.net
Malda Rose, draudzes loceklu sarakstu parzine, malda@outloook.com

Janis Smits, loceklis, janissmits60@gmail.com
Dace Copeland, Damu komitejas parstave, (269) 209-6465, dace.copeland@wmich.edu
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	- On September 24, we started a new Confirmation group, there are four young people in it: Jacob Aaron, Nils Erkmanis, Vizma Erkmanis and Aldis Kins. Since the young people are from distant places, face-to-face meetings are planned relatively rarely, ...
	- From September 26 to 29, I participated in the LELBA Synod in Indianapolis. Thank you to Anita Grīviņa, head of the congregation, and Dace Copeland, head of the Women’s Auxiliary, for representing the congregation with me. Dean Anita Vārsberga - Pāž...
	- This year, the Great Church (Evangelical Lutheran Church of Latvia in the World) is going through an important process, the election of a new archbishop. As you have already heard and have been informed that LELBP Archbishop Lauma Zuševica has decid...
	- Church Yearbooks for 2025 are available for purchase. The price of one book is $25.
	Draudzes priekšnieces ziņojums/Board Chair’s Report
	 Paldies Strautnieku ģimenei par dāsno ziedojumu Dāmu komitejas darbam! Paldies Lienei un Jim Kalal par ziedojumu piparkūku produktiem! Paldies Guntai Turkai par ziedojumiem puķēm, ko likt uz altāra!
	 Paldies visiem, kas ziedo pārtiku Loaves and Fishes!
	 No 26. līdz 29. septembrim piedalījos LELBA Sinodē Indianapolē, kur biju viena no trim Sinodes sekretārēm.
	 5. oktōbrī kopā ar Aleksi Copeland un Annu, Isaac un Liju Francisco sagatavojām 92 mārciņas piparkūku mīklu. Pateicamies Anitai Gaudio, ka varējām lietot viņas lielo maisāmo mašīnu un Kalamazū latviešu biedrībai par atļauju lietot Centra virtuvi. Ja...
	 6. oktōbrī tūlīt pēc dievkalpojuma notika skaitas Pļaujas svētku pusdienas ar loteriju. Linda Grendze koordinēja šo pasākumu un sagādāja ļoti garšīgas pusdienas ar desiņām un kāpostiem. Paldies Lindai un visiem viņas palīgiem! Viņa arī bija sagatavo...
	 Diāna Kārkliņa vadīs Senioru pusdienas. Senioru pusdienas notiks 15. decembrī kopā ar Latviešu skolas eglīti. Paldies Copeland un Francisco ģimenēm, kas gādā par dāvanu senioriem. Galvenais paldies pienākas Annai Copeland.
	 Laura Šmidchena vada Eņģeļu koka nodarbību. Paldies viņai un visiem, kas atblasta šo svētīgo pasākumu, kad varam palīdzēt maznodrošinātām ģimenēm Kalamazū. Paldies arī Shirley Maldups, kas palīdzēja uzstādīt eglīti.
	 Esam atjaunojušas kontaktus ar Kapseļu ielas bērnu namu, kur dzīvo Nikola. Vienu laiku tie bija pārtrūkuši dažādu iemeslu dēļ. Turpināsim atblastīt Nikolas vajadzības kā individuāli labvēļi nevis caur LELBP, kā bijām to darījuši. Novembrī pārsūtījām...
	 Thank you to the Strautnieks family for their generous donation to the Women’s Auxiliary! Thank you to Liene and Jim Kalal for their donation for gingerbread products! Thank you to Gunta Turks for her donation for flowers to place on the altar!
	  Thank you to everyone who donated food to Loaves and Fishes!
	 From September 26 through the 29 I participated in the LELBA Synod in Indianapolis where I was one of three Synod secretaries.
	 On October 5th, we made 92 pounds of gingerbread dough with Alksis Copeland and Anna, Isaac, and Lija Francisco. We thank Anita Gaudio for allowing us to use her large mixer and the Kalamazoo Latvian Society for allowing us to use the Center's kitch...
	 On October 6, right after the church service, we held our annal Harvest Festival lunch with a lottery. Linda Grendze coordinated this event and provided a very tasty lunch with sausages and cabbage. Thanks to Linda and all her helpers! She had also ...
	 Diāna Kārkliņa will coordinate the Senior lunch, which will be held on December 15 together with the Latvian school Christmas program. Thank you to the Copeland and Francisco families for providing a gift for the seniors. Major thanks go to Anna Cop...
	  Laura Smidchens has prepared the Angel Tree ornaments. Thank you to her and everyone who supports this wonderful event where we can help needy families in Kalamazoo. Thanks also to Shirley Maldups who helped to set up the tree.
	 We have renewed contacts with the Kapseļu street orphanage, where Nikola lives. At one time our contact was interrupted for various reasons. We will continue to support Nikola's needs as individual benefactors and not through LELBP, as we had done. ...
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