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“Jo ticiba ir stipra palauSanas uz to, kas cerams, parliectba par neredzamam lietam.”

Ebrejiem 11:1
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Ticet ka putni tic
Sogad uz Ziemassvétkiem sanému mazu davaninu: &terisko smarzu traucinu, uz kura rakstiti vardi: “Ticiba
ir ka putns, kas dzied, kad ritausma vél ir tum8a”. Traucinam lidzi naca &teriska ella, kura izgarojot,
atgadina: “Tavas dienas var smarzot, tavas dienas var bt ziedu smarzas pilnas, pat, ja ara darzs vel ir
apsegts ar sniega segu un ara tads aukstums, ka sals sazimgjis sniega pukes uz loga!” So davaninu uzliku uz
virtuves palodzes, lai tad, kad ikdiena, traukus mazgajot un rutina iekritot, es varu pacelt acis un redzet
atgadinajumu: dzilu ticibu un parliecibu, ka dienas zied un ziedés Dieva speka! Atgadinajumu par putna
ticibu, ka tas dzied ritausma, lai ar1 visu dienu v&l skaidri nevar redzet. Atgadinajumu par ticibu, ka dzives
sezonas mainas, katrai sava macibu stunda un uzdevums.

Ticiba ir viss, kas miisu dienam nepiecieSams. Ar ticibu kadreiz neiesp&jamu smagumu un griitumu var
izstaigat. Ar ticibu nesp€cigais un vargais var izdarit darbu, par kuru spécigais tikai brinisies. Ar ticibu aklais
redz un sp¢j vairak neka redzigais. Ar ticibu viens individs un maza draudze var uzmundrinat citus,
iestrégusos. Un ar ticibu var jaunu iek$€jo sirds pavasari sagaidit, pat pec ilgas ziemas un dvéseles puteniem.
Ticiba ir ta, kas dzied, kaut ar1 ara vel tumss.

Jezus augSamcelSanas stasts ar1 sakas ar kadu konkrétu laika apzim&jumu - ned€las pirmaja diena, loti agri,
gaismai austot. Laiks, kad taluma, pie horizonta, pamanama tikai neliela gaisminas Iinija, ceribas ausma.
Laiks pirms ritausmas. Més lielakoties tam bridim izgulam cauri. Pirmie, kas to daba pamana, ir putni, kas
ritausmu vienmer sveic ar savu putnu kora dziesmu. Putnu pazingji saka, ka putni tiesi ritausmas stunda
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dziedot visskalak, visparliecino8ak. Jiis ziniet, kadel? Tadel, ka, ja putns skali, specigi, lepni iedzied ritu, tad
vin$ pargjiem, citiem putniem tuvu un talu, liecina, ka vins ir parcietis nakti. Ka vin§ ir parcietis nakts bailes,
nakts iesp&jamos ievainojumus, nakts nedrosibu, nakts nezinas laiku, un nu — sauli, gaismu, ritu sagaida
stiprs un priecigs ar savu dziesmu. Ritausma dziedata dziesma liecina ne par ko citu, ka tikai par putna
dzivibu, par vina ilgam dzivot!

Jauna diena, jauns sakums, saules ausma — tie ir vardi, kas apliecina, ka Dievs mis aicina un grib vest preti
kadai jaunai iesp€jai. Gaismas ausana ir AugSamcelSanas stasta paveérsiena punkts. No ta tumsa, no tas
dveseles nakts, no ta griita un bailiga, no ta sapiga un smeldzosa, no ta navi nesosa, no ta, kas satur un slépj
un nospiez mils zem smagiem akmeniem, ir jaiznak, un jalauj jaunajam ritam mis pamodinat, sveicinat.
Caur savu dvéseles nakti ir jaiet preti gaismas auSanai.

Mes jau art dzili sird1 tacu ikviens gribam jau sakt ticet, ka pavasaris izsprauksies no ziemas sastinguma un
aukstuma ka tads maigs pupols. Ka dziviba, kaut vai tik trausla ka krokuss, ka sniegpulkstenite, no jauna
uzveiks ziemas sasald€to zemi un teiks javardu saulei un dzivibai. Miisu ticiba tacu saka, ka p&c aukstuma
biis silti, ka péc sniega klajumiem vélak zalos zale un ziedi degs dazadas krasas. M@s tacu ticam, ka pec
griittbam un cieSanam biis atvieglojums, ka péc asaram — smiekli un p&c dveéseles nakts biis jauns rits?

Ja, ticiba nozimé reizém spert nelielu, 1su soli, pat tad, ja m&s neredzam visu celu. Ticiba nozime nebaidities
iet pa So celu, lai arT reiz€m nezina jataustas tumsa, reiz€m atkal pilnigi drosi skrienot, pat dejojot uz priekSu.
Ticiba nozimée $aja bridi, lai cik gruti un sirdi auksti, sev pateikt: “Es varu”. “Ar Dievu es varu So izdzivot, ar
Dievu es varu kliit iek$gji stipraks”.

Vai jiis man piekritisiet, ka ticiba Dievam ir ka aukla? M&s nekad ta 1sti nezinam, cik patiesi mes ticam, Iidz
nonakam lidz kadai realai darbibai, kadam dzives parbaudijumam. Ir jau viegli teikt, ka mana ticibas auklina
ir skaista un pietiekami stipra, ja ar to lidz Sim vienmer apsiets tikai ap kiikas kasti vai sasieta kada skaistu
ziedu bukete. Tikai tad, kad pienak bridis, kad pie ticibas piekeramies ka pie auklas, kas miis parnes pari
bezdibenim, pari tumsai un nezinai (ar janvarim, februarim un dzives ziemai un pasaules neparedzamajiem
trakumiem), més atzistam, ka ticiba ir ta, no kuras dzivojam. Ka ticiba mis glabj. Tikai tad, kad ar ticibu
Dievam esam pavadijusi smagos un melnos dzives brizus, més sakam novertet tas z€lastibu, apsolijuma
vieglumu. Tikai tad varbtit novertgjam, ka bez ticibas nebiitu arT manis pasa.

Tadel es novélu sev un novélu tev tadu ticibu, kas putniem liek dziedat ritausmas laika! Nesalauzamu,
1zdziedamu ticibu!

Kristus milestiba,
Mac. Aija Graham

“Now faith is confidence in what we hope for and assurance about what we do not see. “Heb.11:1
Believe as birds believe.

This year for Christmas, I received a small gift: a jar of essential oil with these words written on it: “Faith is

the bird that sings when the dawn is still dark.” The jar came with an essential oil that, as it evaporates,

reminds me: “Your days can smell, your days can be full of the fragrance of flowers, even if the garden

outside is still covered by a blanket of snow and the cold outside is so intense that frost has drawn

snowflakes on the window!” I placed this gift on my kitchen windowsill so that when I do the dishes and fall
2



into the daily routine, I can lift my eyes and see a reminder: deep faith and the belief that days can and will
bloom in God’s strength! It is a reminder of the bird’s faith that it sings at dawn, even though the light of the
day is not visible yet. A reminder that the seasons of life change, each with its lesson and task.

Faith is all we need for our days. With faith, one can walk through impossible burdens and difficulties. With
faith, the weak and frail can accomplish tasks that the strong would only marvel at. With faith, the blind sees
and can do more than the one who possesses good eyesight. With faith, an individual and a small
congregation can encourage others. And with faith, a new inner spring of the heart can be awaited, even
after a long winter and the storms of the soul. Faith is that which sings, even though it is still dark outside.

The story of Jesus’ resurrection also begins with a specific time reference - on the first day of the week, very
early, at the dawn’s first light. The time when, in the distance, only a small line of light can be seen at the
horizon, the dawn of hope. The time before the break of day. Most of the time, we sleep through that
moment. The first to notice it in nature are the birds, who always greet the dawn with their chorus of songs.
Bird experts say that birds sing loudest, most convincingly, exactly at dawn. Do you know why? Because, if
a bird sings loudly, strongly, and proudly at dawn, it shows the other birds, near and far, that it has survived
the night. It has endured the fears of the night, the possible wounds of the night, the insecurity of the night,
the time of darkness, and now — it welcomes the sun, the light, and the morning strong and joyful with its
song. The song sung at dawn speaks of nothing else but the bird’s resilience, its longing to live!

A new day, a new beginning, the sunrise — these are words that affirm that God calls us and wants to lead us
to a new possibility. The rising of light is the turning point of the Resurrection story. From the dark, from the
night of the soul, from the difficult and fearful, from the painful and aching, from the death-bringing, from
that which holds, hides, and presses us under heavy stones, we come out and allow the new morning to wake
us up and greet us. Through our soul’s night, we must walk toward the rising of the light.

Deep in our hearts, we all want to believe that spring will break free from the winter’s cold and stillness like
a delicate pussy-willow bud. That life, even if as fragile as a crocus, a snowdrop, will once again conquer
the frozen ground of winter and say "yes" to the sun and life. Our faith tells us that after the cold, there will
be warmth, that after the snow-covered fields, grass will later grow, and flowers will burn in different
colors. We believe that after hardships and suffering, there will be relief, that after tears, there will be
laughter, and after the night of the soul, there will be a new morning.

Yes, faith sometimes means taking a small, brief step, even when we cannot see the entire path. Faith means
not being afraid to walk this road, even when we must sometimes stumble in the dark, and other times run
forward with confidence, even dance ahead. Faith means, no matter how hard and cold the heart feels right
now, I can say with God’s given assurance: "I can. With God, I can get through and I can get stronger."”

Do you agree with me that faith in God is like a cord? We never really know how deeply we believe until we
reach some real action, some life test. It’s easy to say that my faith is beautiful and strong enough if it’s only
ever been like a nice string tied around a cake box or used to tie a beautiful bouquet. But only when the
moment comes that we hold onto faith like a cord that carries us over an abyss, over uncertainty (even in
January, February, and life’s winters and the world’s unpredictable craziness), we realize that faith is all
what we live by. That faith saves us. Only when we have walked through the heavy and dark moments of life
with faith in God, do we begin to appreciate its grace, its ease of promise. Only then perhaps do we realize
that without faith, there would be no “me.”



Therefore, I wish for myself, and I wish for you as well a faith that makes birds sing at dawn! An
unbreakable, healing faith!

With love,
Rev. Aija

- Paldies Damu komitejai par loti aktivu un svétigu kalpoSanu novembr un decembri.

Nosvingjam skaistus svetkus ar razigu piedaliSanos Ziemassvétku tirdzina, godinot draudzes

> seniorus Ziemassvétku senioru pusdienas kopa ar latvieSu skolas bériem, ka ar1 rikojot nu
Jau gadskartejo adventa laika koncertu svecu gaisma! Jiis esat nenovertejams atbalsts draudzes darba.

- Sagada 5. janvari palika 10 gadi kop§ esmu draudzes macitaja. Sajos desmit gados daudz noticis,
daudzi, mili draudzes locekli aizvaditi miiziba, esam zaud€jusi veco dievnamu un tikusi pie jaunam
majam, esam turpinajusi darit labo, iesp&ju robezas piedavat aktivitates, kas lauj augt ticiba. Paldies
jums ikvienam un jums visiem kopa par draudzibu un milestibu, ko So gadu garuma esmu no jums
sanémusi. Laikam jau neiztikt bez §1s frazes, bet es jus ties$am milu. Paldies Dievam, ka Vin§ man
davajis tik skaistu un svétigu pieredzi.

- Paldies Damu komitejai un Valdei
par briniskigo parsteigumu 5.
janvara dievkalpojuma, atzimgjot
manus desmit kalpoSanas gadus
Kalamazii draudzg. Paldies par
ziediem, kafijas galdu un arkartigi
dasno davanu. Es no jums caur Siem
gadiem esmu sanémusi tik daudz!
Paldies!

- Pateicoties Valdes ierosinadjumam
un finansialam atbalstam, es varésu
doties uz Rigu, Latviju, lai
piedalitos jauna LELBP archibiskapa Karla Zola konsekracijas dievkalpojuma, kas notiks Tornkalna,
Lutera baznica 27. aprili pulksten 3.00 P.M péc Latvijas laika. Paredzgts, ka So dievkalpojumu
parraidis tieSsaist€ un jis varesiet biit klatesosi virtuali. Vairak informacija tiks izsitita, tuvojoties
konsekracijas datumam.

- Esmu uzsakusi pirmslaulibu tikSanos ar Intu Grinvaldi un vinas saderinato Jonathan Kroll. Laulibas
biis 2025. gada 20. septembri Garezera.

- Sarunas, ieteikumos un ierosinadjumos esmu sadzird€jusi, ka arT draudzes damas v€las tematiskos
sadraudzibu vakarus Iidzigi ka tas ir virieSiem. Lidz ar to meditacijas vakarus ar Lilitu Matisoni, kas
notiek reizi ménesi tresdienu vakaros, parsauksim par "Dvéseles vakariem sievietém". Reizi ménest
veidosim un aicinasim sanakt sieviesu grupu. Biis dazadi parrunu temati, dziedinosas aktivitates, ar1
dazadas vaditajas. Augsim sava gariguma un augsim kopiba!




Thank you to the Ladies' Auxiliary for very active and blessed services in November and December.
We celebrated beautiful holidays with fruitful participation in the Christmas bazaar, honoring our
seniors with the Christmas senior luncheon together with the Latvian school children, as well as
organizing the annual Advent concert by candlelight! You are invaluable support for the work of the
congregation.

On January 5th this year, it marked 10 years since I became the pastor of the congregation. In these
ten years, a lot has happened, many dear congregation members have passed away, we have lost the
old church building and gained a new home, and we have continued doing good, offering activities
within our means that allow us to grow in faith. Thank you to each of you and to all of you for the
friendship and love I have received from you over these years. I guess I can't avoid this phrase, but I
really do love you. Thanks be to God for giving me such a beautiful and blessed experience.

Thank you to the Ladies' Auxiliaries and the Board for the wonderful surprise during the January 5th
service, celebrating my ten years of ministry at the Kalamazoo congregation. Thank you for the
flowers, the coffee table, and the extremely generous gift. I have received so much from you through
these years! Thank you!

Thanks to the Board's suggestion and financial support, I will be able to go to Riga, Latvia, to
participate in the consecration service of the new LELBP Archbishop Karlis Zols, which will take
place in Tornakalns, Lutheran Church on April 27th at 3:00 P.M. It is expected that this service will
be broadcast online, and you will be able to attend virtually. More information will be sent out as the
consecration date approaches.

1 have started pre-marriage meetings with Inta Grinvalde and her fiancé Jonathan Kroll. The
wedding will be on September 20, 2025, in Garezers.

During different discussions, suggestions, and recommendations, I have heard that the
congregation's women also want themed fellowship evenings, like those for men. Therefore, the
meditation evenings with Lilita Matisone, which take place once a month on Wednesday evenings,
will be renamed to 'Soul Evenings for Women.' Once a month, we will create and invite a women's
group to gather. There will be various discussion topics, healing activities, and different leaders.
Let's grow in our spirituality and in our togetherness.



Miiziba aizsauktie

"Saule tev vairs nebits par gaismu diena un méness par spidekli nakti. Tas Kungs biis tava miiziga gaisma
un tavs Dievs tavs briniskigais greznums." Jes. 60: 19

Martins$ Paudrups
(74 gadu vecuma)

Gita Grivina
1931. gada 6. decembris — 2025. gada 6. janvaris

Kristitie

Callan Luke Harteg
Vecaki: Inga and Christopher Harteg.
Krustvecaki: Cheryl Corbin Harteg and Robert Frederick Harteg III.

Kristibas sakraments sanemts 2024. gada 7. decembr1 Hartegu rezidence.




DRAUDZE IESTAJUSIES

“Es sludinasu Tavu Vardu Saviem braliem, draudzes vidi Tev dzieddsu slavas dziesmas.” Ebrejiem 2:12

Inara Linda Grendze un Martin$ Grendze
Inese Benks

Mili uznemam jis sava pulka!!!

Lielas jubilejas

9. februart svétigi lielo 100 gadu jubileju svingja Mirdza Rollis. Dievs, kas vedis caur griitiem laikiem un
ziedosam plavam, lai Vins turpina Mirdzu sargat un mili turét! Sveicam no sirds!

Kas dzivo Visuaugstaka patvéruma un mit Visuvarend énd, tas saka uz To Kungu: "Mans patverums un
mana pils, mans Dievs, uz ko es palaujos!" Jo Vins siitis tev Savus engelus tevi pasargat visos tavos celos.
Vini tevi uz rokam nesis, lai tava kdja nepieduras pie akmens. Es vinam dosu ilgu miizu un paradisu vinam
Savu pestisanu!” Ps. (91)




Draudzes dzive fotografijas
(foto Viktorija Krieva)

Senioru pusdienas kopa
ar Kalamazii latviesu
skolas Ziemsvétku egliti.



Guntas Laukmanes (klavieres) un Silvijas Sidoranes (cells)
koncerts sveciSu gaisma.




Ziemsvetku svétvakara dievkalpojums.
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Draudzes prieksnieces zinojums/Board Chair’s Report

Prieksnieces zinojums no Pilnsapulces, kas notika 2025. g. 9. februart:

" Sirsnigs paldies visiem draudzes locekliem kuri $odien piedalas miisu gadskartgja pilnsapulcg.
Es ceru ka ¢il1 bija garSiga un variacijas daudz. Atvainojos ka nevaru bt ar jums Sodien, bet ka Kr. Barona
LatviesSu skolas absolvente, mana sirds Soreiz vilka uz Cikagu, vinu 75. g. jubilgja.

Skatoties atpakal uz 2024. gadu mes ka valde tikamies septinas reizes, lai risinatu draudzes darbibu un
gatavotos uz vairakiem notikumiem. Mums protams bija pilnspulce februara beigas, LELBA XVII Sinode
notika septembrT, Indianapol€, kur piedalijas macitaja, Dace, Ugis un es. Kur més vairak dzirdgjam par
LELBA darbibu, piedalijamies sarunas un domu graudu izmainas, ka ar1 dzird€jam par piedzivojumiem
Ukrainas kara frontgs, un gadu nobeidzam uzzinot ka Karlis Zols no Latvijas, biis jaunais archibiskaps un
atavdisimies no Laumas Zus€vicas, ka miisu kristigas dzives vaditajas. Lai Dievs svéti visu ko Lauma
paspé€ja padarit LELBP varda, par biivétiem tiltiem un paplasinasanu miisu darbibu, un lai Dievs dod Karlim
iedvesmi turpinat sakto un sapnot un istenot nakotnes planus.

Pa vidu, maija ménesi, ar pieneémam jaunus statiitus, kurus sakara ar valdes vélesanu, liksim speka un
izméginasim 2026.g. pilnsapulcg.

2025.g. iesildijam ar miisu milas Aijas 10 gadu darba nodienéSanu miisu draudzg, ar saviesigu kafijas galdu
un jaukam tikSanam.

Koris vél jo projam tiekas misu telpas, gatavojoties uz Grand Rapidu dziesmu un deju svétkiem 2026.g.

tiek daudz labam lietam izmantotas.

Priecajos par musu valdes sadarbibu un turpinasim vél vienu gadu taja pasa sastava, lidz nakamas gada
pilnsapulcei. Sirsnigi vélos pateikties ikkatram valdes loceklim par vina darbibu un iesaistibu draudzes
darba, lai varam uzturét skaistu vidi kur varam sanakt un piepildit savas sirdis un domas ar svétiem
rakstiem, inspirgjoSiem vardiem un pacildino§am dziesmam ikkatru svétdienu, miisu milas macitajas Aijas
vadiba.

Patiesa ciena, Anita

The President's Report from the General Assembly, held on February 9, 2025:

A heartfelt thank you to all the members of the congregation who are participating in our annual general
assembly today. I hope the chili was delicious and there were many variations. I apologize that I cannot be
with you today, but as a graduate of the Kr. Baron Latvian School, my heart this time was drawn to
Chicago, for their 75th anniversary.

Looking back on 2024, we as a board met seven times to deal with the activities of the congregation and
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prepare for several events. Of course, we had a general assembly at the end of February, the LELBA XVII
Synod was held in September, in Indianapolis, where the pastor, Dace, Ugis and I participated. Where we
heard more about the activities of LELBA, participated in conversations and exchanges of ideas, as well as
heard about adventures on the fronts of the Ukrainian war, and we end the year learning that Karlis Zols
from Latvia will be the new archbishop and we will leave Lauma Zusévica as the leader of our Christian
life. May God bless everything that Lauma managed to do on behalf of LELBA, for the bridges built and the
expansion of our activities, and may God give Karlis the inspiration to continue what he started and to
dream and implement future plans.

In the middle, in the month of May, we also adopted new statutes, which, due to the election of the board,
we will put into effect and test at the 2026 general meeting.

In 2025. we warmed up with our beloved Aija’s 10-year service in our congregation, with a social coffee
table and nice meetings.

The choir still meets in our premises, preparing for the Grand Rapids Song and Dance Festival in July
2026.

Men's wine evenings are attended as well as outdoor meditation and Tibetan bowl classes. Our Christian
homes are used for many good things.

1 am happy about the cooperation of our board and will continue for another year in the same composition,
until next year's general meeting.

Iwould like to sincerely thank each board member for his activity and involvement in the work of the
church, so that we can maintain a beautiful environment where we can come together and fill our hearts
and thoughts with holy scriptures, inspiring words and uplifting songs every Sunday, under the leadership
of our beloved pastor Aija.

Damu komitejas prieksnieces zinojums/Womens’ Auxiliary Chair Report

e Paldies Gunaram un Marcia Vaseris un Guntai Turkai par noziedoto naudinu ziediem, ko likt

uz altara.

e Senioru pusdienas notika 15. decembr1 kopa ar LatvieSu skolas egliti. Svinibas bija citadakas,

PSS ka citus gadus, bet lickas, ka senioriem bija laba sajiita. Pasakums notika Dianas Karklinas un

== Lailas Kalninas vadiba. Paldies paligiem, kas stradaja virtuvé divas dienas un paldies paligiem,

=’ Kas palidzgja izdalit senioriem pusdienas. Paldies arT Annai un Zach Francisco par senioru
davanu izgatavoSanu. Davaninas un apsveikumu kartites tika nosiititas tiem senioriem, kas nevargja
piedalities pusdienas.

e 18. decembrT notika Cella un klavieru koncerts sveciSu gaisma. Paldies Shirley Maldups, kas man

palidzgja izgreznot dievnamu.

e 22.decembri més abi ar Robertu Kengi novadijam 4. adventes dievkalpojumu macitajas prombutng.

e 5. janvari atzim€jam mac. Aijas 10 gadu kalpoSanu Kalamazii draudzg jubileju ar sadraudzibas
stundu, kura draudzes priekSniece Anita Grivina pasniedza mac. Aijai ziedus un davanu no draudzes
un Damu komitejas.
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_______

Smidchenai (un man) un paldies L. Smidchenai par torti un S. Maldups par saldumiem.

26. janvari novadiju dievkalpojumu mac. Aijas negaidita prombiitné.

Nosiitijam Nikolai un vinas Kapselu ielas bérnu nama biedriem Ziemsvétku davanu. Paldies Latviesu
skolas berniem par veéstulém un zZim&jumiem, ko arT ielikam pacina. Esam parsttijusi $2 000USD
Nikolas vajadzibam 2025. gadam. Turpinasim atbalstit Nikolu. Ja kads v€las ziedot Tpasi Sim
projektam, tad biitu loti pateicigi. ST gada aprila beigas més ar mac. Aiju apciemosim Nikolu, jo
biisim Riga uz arch. electus Karla Zola konsekraciju.

Thanks to Gunars and Marcia Vaseris and Gunta Turks for donations to cover the purchase of flowers
to put on the altar.

The senior luncheon was held on December 15 together with the Latvian School Christmas tree. The
celebration was different this year, but it seems that the seniors felt good. The event was led by Diana
Karklina and Laila Kalnina. Thanks to the helpers who worked in the kitchen for two days and thanks
to the helpers who helped distribute the lunches to the seniors. Thanks also to Anna and Zach
Francisco for making the senior gifts. Gifts and greeting cards were sent to those seniors who could
not attend the luncheon.

On December 18 a candlelight cello and piano concert was held. Thanks to Shirley Maldups for
helping me decorate the church.

On December 22, Roberta Kengis and I led the 4th Advent service in the absence of the pastor.

On January 5, we celebrated Rev. Aija's 10-year service anniversary in the Kalamazoo congregation
with a fellowship hour, during which the congregation leader Anita Grivina presented Rev. Aija with
flowers and a gift from the congregation and the Women'’s Auxiliary

On January 9, the congregation held the yearly general assembly with a chili lunch. Thanks to the chili
cooks Diana Karklina, Laila Smidchena (and me) and thanks to L. Smidchena for the tort and S.
Maldups for the sweets.

On January 26, I conducted a church service in the unexpected absence of Rev. Aija.

We sent a Christmas gift to Nikola and other residents of the Kapselu Street orphanage. Thank you to
the children of the Latvian school for the letters and drawings, which we also put in the package. We
have sent $2,000 USD for Nikola's needs for 2025. We will continue to support Nikola and her needs. If
anyone wants to donate specifically for this project, we would be very grateful. At the end of April this
year, Rev. Aija and I will visit Nikols, as we will be in Riga for the consecration of Arch. electus Karlis
Zols.

i Kasieres zinojums/Treasurer’s Report

ZIEDOJUMI DRAUDZEI - DONATIONS TO THE CHURCH

Veronika Butners 101. DzimSanas Dienas pieminai — in memory of $ 1,000
Butneru Gimene
Gitas Grivinas pieminai — in memory of $ 200
Dzintars Gendrikovs, Aira Lielzuika un Mirdza Zeimelis
Valza Vizula pieminai — in memory of $ 100
Dzintars Gendrikovs
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MARTS
Datums/Date Laiks/Time Perminderi DeZuranti/Greeters | Cits/Other
svétdien, 2. plkst. 10.00 Misu Marite un Ugis
marta Kunga Apskaldrosanas Metra Krautmane Grinbergi
dienas dievk. ar
dievgaldu
tresdien, 5. plkst. 6.00 Pelnu Arnis Kengis
marta treSdienas dievk. ar Andris Karklins
dievgaldu
Suday, 10 a.m. Service in Artirs Ziemelis Shirley Maldups
March 16 English with Holy
Communion.
svetdien, 23. plkst. 10.00 Gavénu Roberts Kengis Anna Aruma
marta laika tre3as svétdienas
dievk. ar dievgaldu.
svetdien, 30. plkst. 10.00 Gavenu laika| Edvins Melbardis | Iveta Eilande
marta ceturtas svétdienas laju
vadits dievk.
APRILIS
Datums/Date Laiks/Time Perminderi DeZuranti/Greeters | Cits/Other
svetdien, 6. aprili| plkst. 10.00 Gavéna Meétra Krautmane | Liga Ejupe
laika piektas svetdienas
dievk. ar dievgaldu.
Sunday, April 13| 10 a.m. Service in Roberts Kengis Liene Rava Kalal and
English. James Kalal
piektdien 18.  |plkst. 6.00 Lielas Arnis Kengis Marite un Ugis
aprilt piektdienas dievk. ar Grinbergi
dievgaldu
svétdien, 20. plkst. 8.00Kristus Arturs Ziemelis \Andris Karklin$
aprili augSamcelSanas svétku
dievk.
svétdien, 27. DIEVKALPOJUMS Edvins Melbardis |Anna Aruma Skola
aprilt INENOTIEK. Bis iespgja
tieSraidé verot
archibiskapa Karla Zola
lkonsekracijas
dievkalpojumu, kas
notiks Riga
MAIJS
Datums/Date Laiks/Time Pérminderi Dezuranti/Greeters Cits/Other

svetdien 4. maija

plkst. 10.00. Lieldienu
laika tresas svétdienas
dievk. ar dievgaldu

Metra Krautmane

Iveta Eilande

svétdien 11.
maija

plkst. 10.00 dievk. ar
dievgaldu

Arnis Kengis

Liga Ejupe
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Sunday, May 18 |10 a.m. Service in Artiirs Ziemelis Shirley Maldups
English

;\lf:;:;i{:en, 25. plkst. 11.00 Iesvetibu dievk. ar dievgaldu Garezera brivdabas baznica

Kalamazi dievkalpojums nenotiek!

*Kafijas sadraudzibas stundas tiks izzinotas dievkalpojuma laika. Ja bus, kas uzvara kafiju, tad
notiks sadraudzibas stundas, citadi, diemZ€l, tas nenotiks darbinieku trikuma del.

Bibeles stundas Meditacijas grupa “Aka”

e tresdien, 12. marta, plkst. 11.00. e piektdien, 21. marta, plkst.11.00
e treSdien, 19. aprili, plkst. 11.00. o piektdien, 4. aprili, plkst. 11.00.
e tresdien, 14. maija, plkst. 11.00 e piektdien, 23. maija, plkst. 11.00.

TibetieSu dziedosas blodas

(vada Karina Enina)

(Ndciet un laujaties tira skanas frekvencem —
Dvéseles vakari sievietém lai tas dziedina, mierina, atver sirdis Dievam)

treSdien, 19. marta, plkst. 6.00 treSdien, 26. marta, plkst. 6.00.

tresdien, 23. aprili, plkst. 6.00. treSdien, 9. aprili, plkst. 6.00.

treSdien, 21. maija, plkst. 6.00. treSdien, 7. maija, plkst. 6.00.

Viru sarunu vakari

ceturtdien, 20. marta, plkst. 6.00

ceturtdien, 17. aprili, plkst. 6.00

ceturtdien, 15. maija, plkst. 6.00

Draudzes valdes locekli

mac. Aija Graham, (517) 614-4853, aija_graham@comcast.net

Anita Grivina, priekSséde, (269) 271-3484, anita.grivins@gmail.com

Ugis Grinbergs, vicepriek$sedis, (269) 244-5691, ugiathome(@aol.com

Ieva Kalnina, sekretare, karenekalnins(@gmail.com

Roberts Kengis, sekretares paligs, (269) 998-3141, rkengis@hotmail.com
Metra Krautmane, kasiere, (269) 744-0794 , metra.krautmanis@gmail.com
Dzintars Gendrikovs, kasieres paligs, (269) 762-0847, zgendri(@gmail.com
Arnis Kengis, ipasuma parzinis, (269) 217-2069, arniskazoo(@aol.com
Edvins Melbardis, techniskais parzinis, (269) 615-1682, jukums(@comcast.net
Malda Rose, draudzes loceklu sarakstu parzine, malda@outloook.com

Janis Smits, loceklis, janissmits60@gmail.com
Dace Copeland, Damu komitejas parstave, (269) 209-6465, dace.copeland@wmich.edu
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Pledge: Latvian Ev. Luth. United Church of Kalamazoo

Pateiciba par Dievu svétibu un Zelastibu, es/mes sekojosie draudzes locekli/ In giving thanks to God
for His benevolence, I/we the following Latvian Ev.Lutheran United Church
members:

b

Draudzes uzturéSanai ziedosim sekojoso kopsummu/ Support the church with the following
sum:$

So ziedojumu més kartosim, maksajot/ We will pay this pledge as follows:
katru ménesi/ every month;

katru gada ceturksni/ every quarter; vai/or

ar vienreizeju maksajumu gada/ in a one-time payment.

& A A

Ar Dieva paligu/ With God’s help,

Paraksts / Signature Datums/ Date

Ludzu nosiitit jiisu solijuma lapas un maksajumus/ Please send your pledge forms and payments to:
Latvian Evangelical Lutheran United Church of Kalamazoo

122 Cherry Hill St

Kalamazoo MI 49006-4221

Or use this code to make payments thru paypal:

Pavila 2. Véstule KorintieSiem 9:7
Ikviens lai dara, ka tas sava sirdi apn€mies, ne smagu sirdi vai piespiests; jo priecigu devéju Dievs mil.

2. Corinthians 9:7
Each one must do just as he has purposed in his heart, not grudgingly or under compulsion, for God loves a cheerful giver.
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	Draudzes priekšnieces ziņojums/Board Chair’s Report
	Priekšnieces ziņojums no Pilnsapulces, kas notika 2025. g. 9. februārī:
	Sirsnīgs paldies visiem draudzes locekļiem kuri šodien piedalās mūsu gadskārtējā pilnsapulcē.  Es ceru ka čilī bija garšiga un variācijas daudz. Atvainojos ka nevaru būt ar jums šodien, bet kā Kr. Barona Latviešu skolas absolvente, mana sirds šoreiz v...
	Skatoties atpakaļ uz 2024. gadu mēs kā valde tikāmies septiņas reizes, lai risinātu draudzes darbību un gatavotos uz vairākiem notikumiem.  Mums protams bija pilnspulce februāra beigās,  LELBA XVII Sinode notika septembrī, Indianapolē, kur piedalījās ...
	Pa vidu, maija mēnesī, arī pieņēmām jaunus statūtus, kurus sakarā ar valdes vēlēšanu, liksim spēkā un izmēģināsim 2026.g. pilnsapulcē.
	2025.g. iesildījām ar mūsu mīļās Aijas 10 gadu darba nodienēšanu mūsu draudzē, ar saviesīgu kafijas galdu un jaukām tikšanām.
	Koris vēl jo projām tiekas mūsu telpās, gatavojoties uz Grand Rapidu dziesmu un deju svētkiem 2026.g. jūlijā.  Vīru vīnu vakari tiek apmeklēti kā āri meditācijas un tibetiešu bļodu stundas.  Mūsu kristīgās mājas tiek daudz labām lietām izmantotas.
	Priecājos par mūsu valdes sadarbību un turpināsim vēl vienu gadu tajā pašā sastāvā, līdz nākamās gada pilnsapulcei.  Sirsnīgi vēlos pateikties ikkatram valdes loceklim par viņa darbību un iesaistību draudzes darbā, lai varam uzturēt skaistu vidi kur v...
	Patiesā cieņā, Anita
	The President's Report from the General Assembly, held on February 9, 2025:
	A heartfelt thank you to all the members of the congregation who are participating in our annual general assembly today. I hope the chili was delicious and there were many variations. I apologize that I cannot be with you today, but as a graduate of t...
	Looking back on 2024, we as a board met seven times to deal with the activities of the congregation and prepare for several events. Of course, we had a general assembly at the end of February, the LELBA XVII Synod was held in September, in Indianapoli...
	In the middle, in the month of May, we also adopted new statutes, which, due to the election of the board, we will put into effect and test at the 2026 general meeting.
	In 2025. we warmed up with our beloved Aija's 10-year service in our congregation, with a social coffee table and nice meetings.
	The choir still meets in our premises, preparing for the Grand Rapids Song and Dance Festival in July 2026.
	Men's wine evenings are attended as well as outdoor meditation and Tibetan bowl classes. Our Christian homes are used for many good things.
	I am happy about the cooperation of our board and will continue for another year in the same composition, until next year's general meeting.
	I would like to sincerely thank each board member for his activity and involvement in the work of the church, so that we can maintain a beautiful environment where we can come together and fill our hearts and thoughts with holy scriptures, inspiring w...
	 Thanks to Gunārs and Marcia Vaseris and Gunta Turks for donations to cover the purchase of flowers to put on the altar.
	 The senior luncheon was held on December 15 together with the Latvian School Christmas tree. The celebration was different this year, but it seems that the seniors felt good. The event was led by Diāna Kārkliņa and Laila Kalniņa. Thanks to the helpe...
	 On December 18 a candlelight cello and piano concert was held. Thanks to Shirley Maldups for helping me decorate the church.
	 On December 22, Roberta Ķeņģis and I led the 4th Advent service in the absence of the pastor.
	 On January 5, we celebrated Rev. Aija's 10-year service anniversary in the Kalamazoo congregation with a fellowship hour, during which the congregation leader Anita Grīviņa presented Rev. Aija with flowers and a gift from the congregation and the Wo...
	 On January 9, the congregation held the yearly general assembly with a chili lunch. Thanks to the chili cooks Diāna Kārklina, Laila Šmidchena (and me) and thanks to L. Šmidchena for the tort and S. Maldups for the sweets.
	 On January 26, I conducted a church service in the unexpected absence of Rev. Aija.
	 We sent a Christmas gift to Nikola and other residents of the Kapseļu Street orphanage. Thank you to the children of the Latvian school for the letters and drawings, which we also put in the package. We have sent $2,000 USD for Nikola's needs for 20...
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