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“Debesis daudzina Dieva godu, un izplatijums izteic Vina roku darbu.
Ps. 19:1

Kad sirds pilna ar debesu zilumu

Pateicoties draudzes atbalstam un iedroS$inajumam, aprila beigas devos uz Rigu, lai piedalitos Latvijas
Evangéliski Luteriskas baznicas pasaulé jauna arhibiskapa Karla Zola konsekracija. Ta notika 27. aprili,
Tornkalna baznica, kura arch. Zols savulaik saka savas macitaja kalpo$anas gaitas. Diena bija pavésa, ka jau
Latvijas aprila beigas, bet debesis bija tik zilas, tik dzidras, it ka kads biitu ar skaistakajam un dargakajam
zilas ellas krasam tas nokrasojis. Un stavot zem tadam debesim, dievnama prieksa, kas stiepjas preti
miZigajam plaSumam, sirds nevar palikt vienaldziga. Kaut kas no zila debesu dzidruma ka ellas krasas
piliens iepil arT mana sirdi.

Konsekracijas dievkalpojuma starp viesu biskapiem un garidzniekiem no Eiropas, piedalijas arT liels skaits
miisu LELBP draudzu garidznieki un draudzu locekli, art Kalamazu laudis, 11dz ar to, pat svesa dievnama
esot, man sajiita, ka esmu majas!

Biezi vien svétdienas, miisu mazo draudzu lokos, ir tik viegli atdoties griitsirdibai un domat, ka miisu
baznica kluvusi mazaka un nespécigaka vai tuksaka. Bet ta 1sti nav! Riga, konsekracijas dievkapojuma
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paceluma, kopa sanakot no malu malam, ja, pat no dazadiem kontinentiem sabraucot, es sajutu musu speku,
- ne cilvecisko speku, bet speku milét, speku kalpot, speku labu darit, speku cilvécigam biit un speku Dievu
turpinat piedzivot. Tur, Riga, zem dzidri zilajam debesim, es no jauna redz&ju musu Baznicas unikalitati,
misu misiju un butibu. Zilas debesis daudzina Dieva godu, un mums jaturpina caur sevi $o debesu plasumu
atmirdzet.

Kad es ar Damu komitejas priekSnieci Daci un Mariti Grinbergu viesojamies bérnu nama Kapselu iela un
tikamies ar 11 gadus veco Nikolu, kuru miisu draudze, 1pasi Damu komiteja, finansiali atbalsta un garigi
stiprina, atkal bija zilu debesu apklata diena. Shirley Maldups mazajai meitenitei ar1 bija uzadijusi debesu
ziluma jacinu. Kopa ar Nikolu veidojam dazadas lidzpanemtas makslas aktivitates. Mums vislabak pie sirds
gaja “saules kéraju” (suncatchers) veidoSana — kad no krasainiem papira gabaliniem veidojam loga
iekaramus smukuminus, kas “noker” no zilajam debestm davatos saules starus un parvers tos visas
varaviksnes krasas. No zilajam debestm dieviSkais plaSums un saules gaisma piepildija ne tikai Nikolas
istabu, bet musu sirdis. Visu sirdis, kas tur bijam. Un taja brid1 tieSam vargja just, piedzivot neviltotu
milestibu, sadraudzibu, Tstumu, bérnisSkigumu — starp mums visiem. Kaut kas dziedinosi spécigs parlija par
mums visam. Zilas debesis daudzina Dieva godu, un m&s turpinam caur sevi debesu plaSumu atmirdzgt,
gluzi ka paSu veidotie “saules keraji”.

Un tici vai n€, bet ta vien liekas, ka visur, kur biju, maniju zilas Rigas debesis — ciemojoties ar draudzes
locekli Lalitu Muiznieci, kurai Sogad aprit debesu plasuma bagatiba doti 90 gadi, vai diena, kad izbraukaju
ar jauno panoramas ratu “Rituli”, kas uzcelts Pardaugava, Uzvaras pieminekla vieta! Dzili zilas debesis bija,
kad ciemojos pie savas mammas un t€ta un masas Gulbenes kapinos. Zilas debesis bija, kad vel aizlidoSanas
dienas rita aizgaju Iidz Daugavas malai, lai velreiz paskatitos uz skaisto Rigu, zilu debesu apklatu. Debesis
daudzina Dieva godu un es panemu domu kabata I1dzi dalinu no ta, lai dienas, kad pietrikst dzimto maju,
varu sevi $aja zilo debesu atminu sega ietit.

Tadel no Rigas, no Latvijas atvesto zilo debesu gabalinu es stitu ar1 tev, lai ar1 par tevi Sodien un katru dienu
ir kaut kas no Liela, Neizm&rama, Dieviska lieluma! Lai par tevi Sodien un katru dienu ir “debesis, kas
daudzina Dieva godu, un izplatijums, kas izteic Vina roku darbu.” Esi arT tu “saules kérajs” ka Nikola
Latvija!

Saules pilnu un svétitu vasaru Tev vélot!
Mac. Aija




“The heavens declare the glory of God, the firmament proclaims the works of his hands.”
Psalm 19:1-2

When the Heart is Full of the Blue of the Heavens

Thanks to the support and encouragement of the congregation, at the end of April, I traveled to Riga to
attend the consecration of the new Archbishop of the Latvian Evangelical Lutheran Church Abroad
(LELBP), Karlis Zols. The event took place on April 27 at the Tornakalns Church, where Archbishop Zols
once began his pastoral ministry. The day was cool—as is typical for the end of April in Latvia—but the sky
was so blue, so clear, as if someone had painted it with the most beautiful and precious shades of blue oil
paint. And standing under such a sky, in front of a house of God stretching toward the eternal vastness, the
heart cannot remain indifferent. Something of that clear blue of the sky, like a drop of oil paint, fell into my
own heart.

At the consecration service, among the guest bishops and clergy from Europe, many clergy and
congregation members from our Latvian Evangelical Lutheran Church Abroad (LELBP) also participated,
including people from Kalamazoo. Because of that, even in a foreign church, I felt at home.

On Sundays, in the circles of our small congregations, it is often easy to give in to discouragement and think
that our church has become smaller, weaker, or emptier. But that is not truly the case! In Riga, during the
uplifting consecration service, as people gathered from all corners, from different continents—I felt our
strength. Not human strength, but the strength to love, to serve, to do good, to be human, and to continue
experiencing God. There, in Riga, under the clear blue sky, I once again saw the uniqueness of our Church,
our mission, and our essence. The blue sky proclaims the glory of God, and we must continue to reflect the
vastness of this sky through ourselves.

When I visited the orphanage on Kapselu Street with the chairwoman of the Ladies’ Committee, Dace, and
Marite Grinberga, and met with 11-year-old Nikola, whom our congregation, especially the Ladies’
Committee, supports financially and strengthens spiritually, it was again a day covered by blue skies.
Shirley Maldups had knitted a sky-blue cardigan for the little girl. Together with Nikola, we did various art
activities that we had brought along. Our favorite was making “sun catchers "—beautiful decorations made
from colorful paper pieces to hang in the window, catching the sunbeams gifted by the blue skies and
turning them into all the colors of the rainbow. The divine vastness and sunlight from the blue skies filled not
only Nikola’s room but also our hearts, the hearts of everyone who was there. And at that moment, one
could truly feel and experience genuine love, fellowship, authenticity, and childlike joy among all of us.
Something healing and powerful washed over us. The blue skies proclaim the glory of God, and we continue
to reflect the vastness of heaven through ourselves, just like the sun catchers we made.

And believe it or not, it seemed that everywhere [ went, I saw the blue skies of Riga—whether visiting
congregation member Lalita Muizniece, who this year celebrates 90 years gifted in the richness of heavenly
vastness, or on the day I rode the new Ferris wheel “The Loop” (“Ritulis”) built in Pardaugava, at the
former site of the Victory Monument! The skies were deep blue when I visited the graves of my mother,
father, and sister in Gulbene. The sky was blue on the morning of my departure day, when I walked along
the Daugava River one last time to gaze again at the beautiful Riga, covered in blue skies. The skies
proclaim the glory of God, and I carry a piece of that in my pocket, so that on days when I miss my
homeland, I can wrap myselfin the blanket of those blue-sky memories.
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That’s why I'm sending you a piece of the blue sky I brought back from Riga, from Latvia—so that today,
and every day, something of the Great, the Infinite, the Divine may rest upon you as well! May “the heavens
declare the glory of God, and the skies proclaim the work of His hands” over you today and always. Be a
“sun catcher” too, just like Nikola in Latvia!

Wishing you a summer full of sunshine and blessings,
Pastor Aija

dievnama arhitektu) délinu — Beck Laditka.

- Sogad, 2015. gada 19. maija paliek 15 gadi kop$ manas ordinacijas. Desmit gadus no $iem 15
esmu pavadijusi kopa ar jums, kopa ar jums macoties iet Kristus celu. Paldies, ka jiis esat bijusi
briniskiga, saprotoSa, pretimnakoSa draudze, kura es esmu vargjusi augt ka macitaja un ka cilveks.

No visas sirds paldies jums visiem par jiisu milestibu!

- Esam aizvadijusi piesatinatu baznicas gada ‘“skolas sezonu” — devinus ménesus no septembra Iidz
maijam, kad tiekamies Bibeles stundas, “Akas” nodarbibas, iesvetes macibas, skanas terapijas,
sievieSu un viru vakaros. Manuprat, més esam loti daudzpusiga draudze un ceru rudens sezona to
visu turpinat.

- Savu atvalinajumu Sovasar esmu nedaudz sadalijusi pa nedélam. Es biiSu atvalinajuma no: 16. junija
11dz 22. jinijam; 1. jilija Iidz 14. julijam; 1. septembra lidz 8. septembrim. Skatieties draudzes
kalendara par dievkalpojumu izkartojumu.

- OnJune 8, during the Pentecost service, we will baptize the son of Marisa and Bill Laditka (the
architect of our church) — Beck Laditka.
- This year, on May 19, 2015, marks 15 years since my ordination. Ten of those 15 years, I have spent
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with you, learning to walk the path of Christ together. Thank you for being a wonderful,
understanding, and supportive congregation, where I have been able to grow as a pastor and as a
person. With all my heart, thank you all for your love!

- We have completed a rich “school season” of the church year — nine months from September to May,
during which we meet for Bible studies, "The Well" sessions, confirmation classes, sound therapies,
and women’s and men’s evenings. In my opinion, we are a very diverse congregation, offering
something for each, and I hope to continue all of this in the fall season.

- I have slightly split up my vacation this summer into weeks. I will be on vacation from June 16 to
June 22, July 1 to July 14, and September 1 to September 8. Please check the church calendar for the

worship schedule.

DRAUDZE IESTAJUSIES
“Ja nu ir kads iepriecinajums Kristii, ja kads milestibas mierinajums, ja kada gara sadraudziba,
I kada sirsniba vai lidzcietiba, tad piepildait manu prieku, turédamies viend prata, lolodami vienu I
milestibu, dveselés vienoti, ar vienu mérki”. Fil. 2:1-2

I SANDRA ROBEZNIECE UN ARTIS INKA I

I Mili sveicam un ar prieku uznemam sava saimeé! I



Atteli no Arhibiskapa Karla Zola konsekracijas dievkalpojuma

KARLA ZOLA (foto Dace Copeland)
KONSEKRACIJA BISKAPA AMATA
PAR LATVIJAS EVANGELISKI LUTERISKAS
BAZNICAS PASAULE ARHIBISKAPU

Dier ’

Rigas Lutera dradidze, Tornakalna
2025. gada 27. aprilt
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Karla Zola Konsekracija Biskapa amata dziesmu lapas vaks.

Gajiens ienakot baznica pirms dievkalpojuma sakuma.

LELBP kasieris Ugis Grinbergs ienakot baznica.

Mac. Aija Graham un mac. Roberts Franklin ienakot baznica.

Pravesta Karla Zola svétisana.

Jauno arhib. svétit arhib. emerita Lauma Zus€vica un arhib. emeritus E. E. Rozitis.
Arhib. Karli Zolu iepazistina draudzei.

ASV vidienes apgabala macitaji saka svétibas vardus Arhib. Karlim Zolam.
Zvannieku bérni ienes zarus pilnus ar sirsninam ar sveicieniem jaunam arhibiskapam, ko
gatavoja bérni no LELBP draudzém.

10. Arhibiskaps Karlis Zols saka savu pirmo sprediki jaunaja amata.

11. Arhibiskaps Karlis Zols dziedot pedgjo dziesmu.

12. Jaunais arhibiskaps arpus baznicas.

WPk W=

No Kalamazii draudzes dievkalpojumd piedalijas mdc. Aija Graham, mdc. Roberts Franklins, Dace
Copeland, Karlis Druva, Marite Grinberga un Ugis Grinbergs.



Draudzes dzive fotografijas

Lieldienu rita dievkalpojums un brokastis
(Viktorijas Krievas fotogrifijas)




Macitaju Aijas Graham un Roberta Franklina Ordinaciju gada dienas atcere
(Viktorijas Krievas fotogrifijas)




Draudzes prieksnieces zinojums/Board Chair’s Report

Dievs radija macitajus!

g, 2{% Dievs uzlika viniem savu roku un iedvesmoja ceribu vinu dvéselés. Vins piepildija vinus ar
savu speku un ielika steidzamu vestijumu vinu dzivé. Dievs izaicindja vinus uz lielakiem darbiem, neka
Vins jebkad bija darijis. Tad ar savu svétibas roku Vin$ vinus iesainoja sava milestibas apmetnt un nosauca
vinus par macitajiem.

Pirms 15. gadiem miisu macitaju, Aiju Graham, ordingja Indianapole 2010. g.19. maija. Bet $aja
pasa ménesa datuma pirms 62 gadiem ar1 ordingja Lansinga miisu vide labi pazistamo Robertu Franklinu.
Ka jus jau labi zinat, latvieSu valoda nav macitaja Franklina dzimta valoda, bet vin§ mums atstastija par savu
pirmu sprediki, kuru rakstija angliski, sieva Edite to tulkoja, vins to pusotru nedelu macijas izrunat latviski,
un draudze bija tik aizkustinata, kad baznicas beigas esot prasijusi no kurienes Latvija vin$ bija nacis.
Toreiz vins esot sapratis varbiit 1% no sava teikta. Savu otro dievkalpojumu, macttajs Franklins vadija
1965.g. Garezera. Un ta sakas vina gaitas musu latviesSu vid.

Macitaja Aija sevi salidzinaja ka beérndarznieku, macitaja Franklina jau 62 gadu ordin&tas gaitas.
Dievklapojuma laika, macitaja Aija atstastija, kad vinai bija 16 gadi, vina ar draudzeni Latvija, devas ar
kajam uz Aglonu, kur pa celam iegriezas katolu baznica, un dzirdot latinu valoda skanot dziesmai, vina
izjuta zinaSanu par savu celu. Dievs bija vinu uzrunajis, un vina to dzird€ja un atsaucas. Desmit no Siem 15
gadiem, macitaja Aija ir bijusi miisu gans, un mes vinas avis. M&s kopigi esam saaugusi ticibas, milestibas,
un izjltu sait€s. Daudz kas iegtts, un daudz kas zaudéts. Kopa esam stipraki, gan macitajas Aijas, gan
draudzes d&l.

Mes bijam ap seSdesmit mielasta klatiené. Skolas bérni piedalijas un kuplinaja misu vidi. Bija liels
€dienu galds, bija pukes, bija davanas, bija smieSanas un apsveikumi. Mgs ka liela gimene sasédamies
baznicas uzgaidama telpa un kopigi nosving€jam abu macitaju ordiné$anas dienu. Lai Dievs turpina vinus
iedvesmot un vadit, stiprinat un milét, apgaismot un mierinat.

Paldies, ka esi Tu!

Ir 1pasi cilveki kuri sp€j mainit dzives simtiem mazos viedos. Biezi vini pasi nemana starbibu, ko
vini paveic ar smiadu vai iepriecinoS$u vardu. Mes gribam lai Tu zini cik Tu miisu pasauli apgaismo, tikai jo
Tu tani esi. Paldies ka esi Tul

God made Pastors!

God laid His hand upon them, and breathed hope into their spirits. He filled them with His strength
and placed a message of urgency around their lives. God challenged them to greater works than He had
ever done. Then, with His own hand of blessing, He wrapped them up in His mantle of love and called them
Pastors.

Fifteen years ago, our pastor, Aija Graham, was ordained in Indianapolis on May 19, 2010. But on
the same date of the same month, 62 years ago, Robert Franklin, a well-known member of our community,
was also ordained in Lansing. As you well know, Latvian is not the native language of Pastor Franklin, but
he told us about his first sermon, which was written in English, his wife Edite translated it, he practiced
pronouncing the Latvian words for a week and a half, and the congregation was so moved when, at the end
of the church, they asked where in Latvia he had come from. At the time, he had understood maybe 1% of
what he was saying. Pastor Franklin conducted his second service in 1965 in Garezers. And so began his
pastoral journey among us Latvians.

Pastor Aija compared herself to being a kindergartener to Pastor Franklin’s 62 years of experience.
During the service, Pastor Aija recounted that when she was 16 years old, she and a friend in Latvia, went
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on foot to Aglona, where they stopped at a Catholic Church on the way, and when she heard a Latin song
playing, she felt the knowledge of her path. God had addressed her, and she heard it and responded. For
ten of those fifteen years, Pastor Aija has been our shepherd, and we are her sheep. We have grown
together in bonds of faith, love, and emotion. Much has been gained, and much has been lost. Together, we
are stronger, both because of Pastor Aija and the congregation.

We had about sixty attendees for the fellowship meal. The children of the school participated and
enriched our gathering. There was plentiful food, there were flowers, there were gifts, there were laughter
and congratulations. As a large family, we sat in the fellowship area of the church and celebrated the
ordination day of the two pastors together. May God continue to inspire and guide them, strengthen and
love, enlighten and comfort them.

Thank you for being you!

There are certain people who change our lives in a hundred little ways. Most of the time they don’t
even realize the difference they have made with a smile or an encouraging word of comfort. We want to be
sure you know just how much brighter the world is because you are in it. Thank you for being you!

Anita Grivina, draudzes priekSniece

Damu komitejas prieksnieces zinojums/Womens’ Auxiliary Chair Report

» Paldies Astridai un Gunaram Strautniekiem un Mirdzai Zeimelei par ziedojumu Nikolas

S vajadzibam.

.~ Z== + Paldies Shirely Maldups par ziedojumu Servisa sunu biedribas Teodora vajadzibam.

+ Pateicibas sanemtas no Servisa sunu biedribas Teodora valdes par $200 ziedojumu, Kapselu
ielas bernunama par ziedojumu Nikolas vajadzibam, no Loaves and Fishes par naudas ziedojumu un no
Garezera par ziedojumu Garezera 60 gadu jubilejai.

* 9. marta notika Damu komitejas pilnsapulce. Amatu personas tika ievéletas 11dzsingjas: Dace
Copeland, prieksniece, Shirley Maldups, kasiere un gramatvede, Ieva Kalnina, sekretare. 2024. gada
budzets tika izpildits ar atlikumu. 2025. gada darbiba biis lidziga pagajusa gada darbibai. Nolemam
atbalstit ar ziedojumiem: Servisa sunu biedribu TEODORS ($200), Loaves and Fishes ($200 plus
€dienu ziedojumi), Gospel Mission ($200), Garezera 60 gadu jubileju ($600), Garezera Draudzigo
aicinajumu ($100), Kalamazii latvieSu skolu Draudziga aicinajuma ietvaros ($100) un LELBP
Armisijas fondu ($200).

» Parrunajam iespgju atbalstit kadas LELBP Latvija atrodo$as draudzes un nodibinat masu draudzu
attiecibas. Parrunajot So jautajumu ar mac. Aiju, esam tentativi nolémusi atbalstit Valtaiku autonomo
ev. lut. draudzi, kas atrodas Kuldigas novada Laidu pagasta Valtaikos. Mac. Varis Bitenieks ir §is
draudzes macitajs. Arl tentativi esam nolémusi atbalstit [lzu baznicas Sofijas draudze, kas atrodas
Viesites novada, Rites pagasta pasa Lietuvas pierobeza. Tur kalpo mac. Karlis Zols. Sobrid neesam
drosi ka §1 sadarbiba izpaudisies.

+ Paldies Marite Strautinai, kas parstavéja Damu komiteju un apsveica Mirdzu Rolli ar pukém un
sveicieniem vinas 100 gadu dzimSanas diena. Esam sanémusas pateiciba no Mirdzas Rolles.

»  20. aprili talit pec dievkalpojuma notika Lieldienu brokastis grozinu veida. Paldies visiem, kas atnesa
kaut ko miisu kop&jam galda,
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+  No 25. aprila lidz 2. maijam atrados Latvija. Piedalfjos Arch. Karla Zola konsekracijas
dievkalpojuma.

. Apciemoju (kopa ar mac. Aiju un Mariti Grinbergu) Nikolu,

Kapselu ielas beérnunama iemitnieci. Pavadijam tris apbrinojamas

| stundas ar Nikolu. Ir patiesi z&l noskatities, ko liktens pieskiris

g41 Nikolai veselibas zina. Bet, bérns ir tik miligs, smaidigs un pacilajoss,

i nckad nestidzas. Vinai bija patiesi laimiga ar mums satikties, pastradat

- rokdarbus, pasédét uz divanina un veidot interesentas sejas uz

SnapChat. Nikolas apkopgja Ulla, ir briniskigs, silts, saprotoss un

lidzjutigs cilveks. Telpas Nikolas “dzivoklr” ir plasas, gaisas, siltas.

Nikola rikojas pa visu platibu un bija prieciga mums izradit visu. Ap

€ku ir liela teritorija ar sp&llaukumu un takam, kur var staigat. Meiteéns

mums visam ieurbas sirsninas, un bija gruti vinu atstat.

. Mgs abas ar mac. Aiju

. satikam musu ilggadigo

draudzes locekli Lalitu
MuiZnieci uz pusdienam un pakavejamies atminas ar vinu.
Lalita ir dzivesprieciga un laimiga dzivot Latvija.

+ 18. maija péc dievkalpojuma notika mac. Aijas 15 gadu
ordinacijas un mac. Roberta Franklina 62 gadu ordinacijas
atceres pusdienas. Par to jau plasi aprakstits citur apkartraksta.
Gan pateicos visiem, kas palidzgja ar sarikojumu, atnesot
&dienu, saliekot galdus un kréslus (Aleksis un Ethan Copeland),
saklajot galdus un taisot kafiju (Shirley Maldups) un itseviski Marttei Strautinai, kas koording&ja visus
&dienus.

* Maija apsveiksim miisu draudzes iesvétamos ar mazu davanu.

Izbaudat vasaru un silto, saulaino laiku!
Damu komitejas prieksniece Dace

o Thanks to Astrida and Gunars Strautnieki and Mirdza Zeimele for the donation to Nikolas' needs.

»  Thanks to Shirely Maldups for the donation to the Teodoras Service Dog Association.

»  Thanks were received from the Teodoras Service Dog Association board for the $200 donation,
Kapselu Street Orphanage for the donation to Nikolas' needs, from Loaves and Fishes for the monetary
donation, and from Garezers for the donation to Garezers' 60th anniversary.

*  On March 9, the Women's Auxiliary general meeting was held. The following officer were elected:
Dace Copeland, chairperson, Shirley Maldups, treasurer and accountant, leva Kalnina, secretary. The
2024 budget was executed with a surplus. The activities of 2025 will be similar to last year's activities.
We decided to support with donations. Service Dog Association TEODORS (3200), Loaves and Fishes
(8200 plus food donations), Gospel Mission ($200), Garezers 60th Anniversary ($600), Garezers
Friendly Call ($100), Kalamazoo Latvian School within the framework of the Friendly Call ($100) and
LELBP Mission Fund (3200).

»  Wediscussed the possibility of supporting some LELBP congregations in Latvia and establishing sister
congregation relationships. After discussions with Rev. Aija, we have tentatively decided to support the
Valtaiki Autonomous Evangelical Lutheran Congregation, which is located in Valtaiki, Laidu Parish,
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Kuldiga Region. Rev. Varis Bitenieks is the pastor of this congregation. We have also tentatively
decided to support the llzu Church Sofia Congregation, which is in Viesite Region, Rite Parish, right
on the Lithuanian border. Rev. Karlis Zols serves there. At the moment we are not sure how this
collaboration will manifest itself.

»  Thanks to Marite Strautina, who represented the Women's Auxiliay and congratulated Mirdza Rolle
with flowers and greetings on her 100th birthday. We have received a thank you from Mirdza Rolle.

*  On April 20, immediately after the service, an Easter pot luck breakfast was held. Thanks to everyone
who brought something for our common table,

»  From April 25 to May 2, I was in Latvia. I participated in the consecration service of Arch. Karlis Zols.

» [ visited (together with Rev. Aija and Mariti Grinberga) Nikola, a resident of the Kapselu Street
orphanage. We spent three amazing hours with Nikola. It is truly heartbreaking to see what fate has
given Nikola in terms of health. But, the child is so sweet, smiling and uplifting, she never complains.
Nikola was really happy to meet us, do crafts, sit on the couch and make interesting faces on Snapchat.
Ulla, Nikola's caretaker, is a wonderful, warm, understanding and compassionate person. The rooms
in Nikola's "apartment" are spacious, bright, warm. Nikola moves around the entire area with ease and
was happy to show us everything. There is a large area around the building with a playground and
paths where you can walk. The child has touched all of our hearts, and it was hard to leave her.

*  Rev. Aija and I met our long-time parishioner Lalita Muiznieci for lunch and shared memories with
her. Lalita is cheerful and happy to live in Latvia.

*  On May 18, after the service, a memorial lunch was held for Rev. Aija's 15 year anniversary of
ordination and Rev. Robert Franklin's 62 year anniversary of ordination. This has already been
extensively described elsewhere in the circular. I would like to thank everyone who helped with the
event, bringing food, setting up tables and chairs (Aleksis and Ethan Copeland), setting the tables and
making coffee (Shirley Maldups) and especially Marite Strautina, who coordinated all the food.

*  We will congratulate our congregation's confirmands with a small gift.

Enjoy your summer and the warm and sunny days!
Dace, Women's Auxiliary Chair

A -

B Kasieres zinojums/Treasurer’s Report

» | ZIEDOJUMI DRAUDZEI - DONATIONS TO THE CHURCH
Gitas Grivinas pieminai — in memory of $ 50
Viktors & Viktorija Krievs
Mirdzas Rollis 100. Dzim$anas Dienas pieminai — in celebration of $ 100
Mirdza Rollis
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Dievkalpojumu saraksts Kalamaza 2025. gads

JUNLJS
Datums/Date Laiks/Time Perminderi DeZuranti/Greeters | Cits/Other
svétdien, 1. plkst. 10.00 Pirma Marite un Ugis
junija sveétdiena péc Grinbergi
Debesbrauksanas Roberts Kengis
dienas, dievk. ar
dievgaldu
svetdien, 8. plkst. 10.00 Vasarsvetku| Edvins Melbardis
jinija dievkalpojums ar Andris Karklin$
kristitbam
Suday, June 10 a.m. Service in Arturs Ziemelis Shirley Maldups
15 English
svéetdien, 22.
junija DIEVKALPOJUMS NENOTIEK

svetdien, 29. plkst. 10.00 dievk. ar Metra Krautmane | Liga Ejupa
jinija dievgaldu

JULLJS

Datums/Date Laiks/Time Pérminderi Dezuranti/Greeters Cits/Other

svetdien, 6. DIEVKALPOJUMS NENOTIEK

julilja
svétdien, 13. plkst. 10.00 laju vadits | Arnis Kengis Anna Aruma
julija dievkalpojums
svétdien, 20. DIEVKALPOJUMS NENOTIEK.
jalija Macritaja vada dievkalpojumu Garezera plkst. 10:30. Visi mili aicinati!
svetdien, 27. plkst. 10. dievk. ar Artars Ziemelis ~ Marite un Ugis Skola
julija dievgaldu Grinbergi
AUGUSTS

Datums/Date Laiks/Time Perminderi DeZuranti/Greeters | Cits/Other
svetdien, 3. plkst. 10.00. Meétra Krautmane | Iveta Eilande
augusta dievkalpojums
svétdien, 10. plkst. 10.00 dievk. ar Edvins Melbardis | Andris Karklin$
augusta dievgaldu
svetdien, 17. plkst. 10.00 Kapusvétki | Arnis Kengis
augusta Riverside kapséta
Sunday, August |10 a.m. Service in Roberts Kengis Liene and Jim Kalal
24 English
svetdien, 31. plkst. 10.00 Artiirs Ziemelis Shirley Maldups
augusta dievkalpojums

SEPTEMBRIS
svetdien, 7. plkst. 10.00 laju vadits | M&tra Krautmane | Liga Ejupa
septembrl dievkalpojums

*Kafijas sadraudzibas stundas tiks izzinotas dievkalpojuma laika. Ja bis, kas uzvara kafiju, tad
notiks sadraudzibas stundas, citadi, diemzgl, tas nenotiks darbinieku trikuma del.
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Bibeles stundas Meditacijas grupa “Aka”

e vasaras partraukums e vasaras partraukums
TibetieSu dziedoSas blodas
Dveseles vakari sievietem (vada Karina Enina)
e tresdien, 25. juinija, plkst. 6.00 e vasaras partraukums

Viru sarunu vakari
(vada Roberts Kengis)

e vasaras partraukums

Draudzes valdes locekli

mac. Aija Graham, (517) 614-4853, aija_graham(@comcast.net

Anita Grivina, priekSséde, (269) 271-3484, anita.grivins(@gmail.com

Ugis Grinbergs, vicepriekssédis, (269) 244-5691, ugiathome@aol.com

Ieva Kalnina, sekretare, karenekalnins(@gmail.com

Roberts Kengis, sekretares paligs, (269) 998-3141, rkengis@hotmail.com
Meétra Krautmane, kasiere, (269) 744-0794 , metra.krautmanis(@gmail.com
Dzintars Gendrikovs, kasieres paligs, (269) 762-0847, zgendri(@gmail.com
Arnis Kengis, ipasuma parzinis, (269) 217-2069, arniskazoo@aol.com
Edvins Melbardis, techniskais parzinis, (269) 615-1682, jukums(@comcast.net
Malda Rose, draudzes loceklu sarakstu parzine, malda@outloook.com

Janis Smits, loceklis, janissmits60@gmail.com
Dace Copeland, Damu komitejas parstave, (269) 209-6465, dace.copeland@wmich.edu
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Pledge: Latvian Ev. Luth. United Church of Kalamazoo

Pateiciba par Dievu svétibu un Z€lastibu, es/mes sekojosie draudzes locekli/ In giving thanks to God
for His benevolence, I/we the following Latvian Ev.Lutheran United Church
members: ,

Draudzes uzturésanai ziedosim sekojoSo kopsummu/ Support the church with the following
sum:$

So ziedojumu més kartosim, maksajot/ We will pay this pledge as follows:
katru ménesi/ every month;

katru gada ceturksni/ every quarter; vailor

ar vienreiz€ju maksajumu gada/ in a one-time payment.

@ A A

Ar Dieva paligu/ With God’s help,

Paraksts / Signature Datums/ Date

Lidzu nosiitit jiisu solijuma lapas un maksajumus/ Please send your pledge forms and payments to:
Latvian Evangelical Lutheran United Church of Kalamazoo

122 Cherry Hill St

Kalamazoo MI 49006-4221

Or use this code to make payments thru paypal:

Pavila 2. Vestule KorintieSiem 9:7
Ikviens lai dara, ka tas sava sirdi apn€mies, ne smagu sirdi vai piespiests; jo priecigu devéju Dievs mil.

2. Corinthians 9:7
Each one must do just as he has purposed in his heart, not grudgingly or under compulsion, for God loves a cheerful giver.

16



